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GERMAN CHURCH IN 
THE NEWS 


Plans for Reorganization of 

"German Evangelical’’ Church 
Reported Under Consideration 
[Copyright, 1944, by Religious News Service] 


December 1, 1944. 

New York. German Evangelical 
Church* leaders have drafted far- 
reaching plans for active co-operation 
with religious bodies in other countries 
and for participation of churches in the 
re-education of the German people. 
The proposals, which presumably will 
be. put into effect as soon as the Nazis 
have been overthrown, were disclosed 
to Religious News Service by an au- 
thoritative European source. 

They are part of a detailed post-war 
reorganization designed to strengthen 
the Evangelical Church and make it an 
influential force in the nation’s life. 

(The German Evangelical Church is 
the national church of Germany, com- 
prising both Lutheran and Reformed 
elements. Latest information indicates 
there are 40,282,289 Evangelical Prot- 
estants, of whom about 34,000,000 are 
Lutherans.) 

Key feature of the proposed new set- 
up will be the appointment of an arch- 
bishop, or Reichbishop, of the Evan-' 
gelical Church and the formation of six 
church departments which will be ad- 
ministered by executives under the 
archbishop’s, or Reichbishop’s, super- 
vision. If) the office of archbishop is 
created, it will be the first in the history 
of the Protestant Church in Germany. 
At present, Sweden is the only pre- 
dominantly Lutheran country in Europe 
where such an office exists. [In Norway 

(Continued on page 21) 


* “FHivangelical”’ is the title for ecclesiastical 
organization whose opposite is hierarchical; that 
is, Roman Catholic. Since 1817 the term in- 
cludes Lutherans who use Luther’s Small Cate- 
chism and subscribe to the Lutheran confes- 
sions. The Reformed Church uses the Heidel- 
berg Catechism. Eb. 
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Bearers of Gifts 


Wuen Christ was born in Bethlehem, devout Wise Men came to bring 
Him gifts. In themselves the gold, frankincense and myrrh which they 
reverently presented were of trifling value, but the action set an example 
and contained the suggestion of thinking of others. 

It can now be noted that human needs are the objectives of Christmas 
thoughtfulness. While it is true that wealthy people give costly presents to 
kinfolk and associates, the central figures of the season are not they, but 
the poor, or ill, or wounded, or the victims of injustice and neglect. Child- 
hood’s helplessness and consequent perils are in the foreground, but back 
of them are “those others” whose lot it is to be bearers of the world’s 
burdens. 

This year thoughts are toward and from those on whom the great war 
has brought separation at least and mourning at most. While the physical 
dangers of battle are the lot of men and women absent in the armed forces, 
in thought the home folk are with their men and women in action. And 
these in turn have hopes and memories of the family festival. 

At normal Christmases, the pastors of congregations are bearers of 
help to those in need. Now, when our minds are with those at the battle 
front, the minister is the chaplain. The churches have not defaulted in their 
care for absent members. Into the lines of combat, among the stricken, at 
the side of the dying, bearers of comfort, of messages, and of hope, the chap- 
lains are the gift bringers of 1944. May God bestow His grace richly upon 
them. 
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IN THE NEWS ....-- 


Belated publicity 

A urttte Lutheran church in Cleve- 
land has become famous. A Christmas 
tree was put up in that church in 1851, 
the first one in America inside a church. 

The story of Zion 
Church and the 
Rev. Henry Schwan 
has been mentioned 
in various. books. 
But this year a 
whole book has 
been written about 
it, The Story of the 

as Christmas Tree, by 
Hertha Pauli. oe Reader’s Diced for 
December published a four-page sum- 
mary of the little book, which has made 
the story known to millions. 

Very fierce opposition greeted the 
“groveling before shrubs,’ as the so- 
called pagan Christmas tree idea was 
branded. Pastor Schwan had quite a 
time defending his innovation. The 
Christmas-tree idea had been imported 
from Germany, and was just beginning 
to establish itself over here. 

Zion Church was on York Street, 
which became Cleveland’s Hamilton 
Avenue. The little church was long 
ago torn down, when the congregation 
moved to a fine stone building. 


World War III 

“In all probability, World War III 
will be declared about 1975,” predicts 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, new pres-\ 
ident of the Federal Council of 
Churches. 

Writing in the Christian Advocate, he 
questions whether the statesmen of the 
world will have back of them enough 
“moral forces” to establish world law 
and order. Hunger and hatred have 
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created a state of mind which will not 
be favorable to just and enduring 
peace. 

“We are now at the place where hard 
study is needed. Definite measures 
must be supported.” Otherwise, we 
may predict a day, thirty years from 
now, when we look into our television 
sets and see the President of the United 
States standing in the U. S. Capitol and 
saying, “I call upon the Senate and the 
House to unite in a joint declaration of 
war against —.” 


Defending Luther 

THe charges made against Martin 
Luther by Dean Inge have stirred nine- 
teen of the most prominent non-Lu- 
theran church leaders in America to 
issue a statement. 

“We who are non-Lutheran Chris- 
tians wish to record our tribute to the 
devotion to democracy of the five mil- 
lion Lutherans in America, and our dis- 
sent from the hope that ‘the next swing 


of the pendulum will put an end to 


Luther’s influence in Germany, ” the 
statement reads. 

“We hope rather to see a renaissance 
of the spirit of that Luther who placed 
above all else loyalty to God.” 

Dean Inge’s charge that “the miseries 
which Germany has brought upon the 
world are due to Luther” is at variance 
with “historic fact,” they say. 

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the 
Methodist Church, John R. Mott, Ken- 
neth S. Latourette, Reinhold Niehbuhr, 
and fifteen others are signers of the 
statement. 


Future of Conference 
Wuat will happen to the American 
Lutheran Conference was a question 
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raised at the biennial sessions of that 
organization last month. It was formed 
in 1930 as a federation of the American 
Lutheran Church, Norwegian Lutheran 
Church, Augustana Synod, Lutheran 
Free Church, and United Danish 
Church. Many of the things it has been 
doing will be done in the future by the 
National Lutheran Council. 

The Conference might become an 
outright organic union of its five con- 
stituents, Dr. L. M. Stavig suggested 
at the November meeting. Another 
possibility is that the Conference might 
be enlarged to include all Lutheran 
bodies in America. 

The resolution finally adopted by the 
Conference expressed the conviction 
that the organization has a contribution 
to make in the cause of Lutheran unity, 
and that a committee be appointed to 
set up “additional specific objectives” 
for its consideration. 


Missions march on 


Berore the war it was only the ladies 
of our missionary societies who did 
much talking about far-off and incon- 
spicuous places like the Solomon Is- 
lands and Guadalcanal. Missionary- 
minded people will still be talking 
about these places when others forget. 

For the missionaries are getting ready 
to start over again in the Solomons. 
Bishop Walter H. Baddeley of the 
Church of England is on his way to 
London to ask for $100,000 to replace 
the damaged buildings of his South 
Pacific stations. 

The bishop was hiding in the jungles 
of Malaita in the Solomons when the 
Japs were in possession. By the time 
the Americans had driven out the Japs, 
five mission stations were entirely 
ruined. The bishop’s house, schools, 
staff houses, and printing plant were 
also demolished. 

Trouble is nothing new for men who 
go as missionaries in that part of the 
world. The first missionary bishop of 
the Anglican Church in that section, 
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J. C. Patteson, was murdered in 1871 
while traveling from island to island 
in his ship, “The Southern Cross.” 
Bishop Baddeley uses a ship too, and 
calls it “The Southern Cross VII.” He 
travels in normal times about 23,000 
miles a year to visit 900 villages which 
are in his care. He had before the war 
sixty-one white people on his staff, and 
more than 700 natives. 

-“Vastly greater opportunities for ad- 
vancement” will lie ahead of people in 
these far-off islands after the war, pre- 
dicts the bishop, who stopped over in 
New York last month, en route to Eng- 
land, and received the degree of Doctor 
of Sacred Theology from Columbia 
University. 

The bishop said that many of our 
soldiers landing on the Solomons ex- 
pected to meet tribes of cannibals, but 
after being piloted through Jap-infested 
jungles by natives singing “Onward, 
Christian Soldiers,” they changed their 
minds. 


Colleges to build 


CAMPAIGNS are under way for con- 
struction and expansion at numerous 
church colleges, reports Dr. Gould 
Wickey. Norwegian Lutheran schools 
seek $2,300,000, for Augustana College, 
St. Olaf, and others. 

American Lutheran colleges want 
$1,500,000 for buildings at Capital Uni- 
versity, Wartburg College, and else- 
where. United Lutheran projects in- 
clude $225,000 to erect a dormitory at 
Midland College, and $250,000 for Sus- 
quehanna University. Thiel College is 
completing a dormitory building project. 

The Missouri Synod has set aside 
$500,000 for its schools, and its Val- 
paraiso University will seek $300,000 for 
debt reduction and post-war construc- 
tion. 

Other denominational groups seem to 
be in the same mood, with Presby- 
terians seeking several millions, Meth- 
odists more than $2,000,000, and fur- 
ther church groups doing likewise. 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


Be Careful to distinguish one lie from 
another when reading the current 
chronicles of Norway. One, Jonas, 
whom the Norwegians have come to 
call “Judas Lie,” betrayed his country 
so vigorously and efficiently that he be- 
came the quisling Minister of Police. 
He is a smaller Himmler, of similar dis- 
position, and is proud to act as repre- 
sentative of the Nazi Reichskommissar, 
Terboven. Quisling himself has begun 
to take refuge behind the blighting sha- 
dow of this Judas, hoping that the Nor- 
wegians will forget his sins as their 
hatred mounts higher against Jonas Lie. 
The other, Norway’s Foreign Minister, 
Trygve Lie, is of a decidedly different 
color. Recently he has been directing 
and strengthening, from a Swedish 
point of operations, Norway’s efforts to- 
ward freedom in co-operation with the 
Soviet’s military campaign in the north 
to dislodge Norway’s occupying ene- 
mies. Recently he thanked the U. S. 
S. R. “for that spirit of friendliness 
which we feel lies behind everything 
which Russia is doing for Norway.” It 
is to be hoped that this confidence will 
not be destroyed. Later reports, how- 
ever, indicate that Norway’s govern- 
ment is beginning to have trouble at 
home between Leftist (communist-in- 
spired) and Rightist parties, much like 
those raising rumpuses in Belgium, 
France and Italy. 


Ecuador, like other Latin-American 


lands, has suffered in the past from a’ 


narrow range of crops. Now she is 
seeking to inaugurate an agricultural 
improvement program with the help of 
the Inter-American Development Com- 
mission. The plan to help agriculturists 
will be conducted through the National 
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citizens but subjects of the state. 
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Bank of Provincial Development of 
Ecuador. Directed by A. G. Sandoval, 
an agricultural expert, a technical office 
will be erected to establish a system of 
supervised agricultural credits, to act 
in an advisory capacity on general 
credit policies, and to stimulate agri- 
cultural production. Success will de- 
pend chiefly on the last-named obijec- 
tive. 


Drafting youth in the U. S. A. for 
military or other training in the post- 
war period will be more strongly 
pressed upon the public as time goes 
on. Intolerance of any questioning or 
criticism of the plan has already been 
sharply expressed, as in the charge of 
“pacifism” flung at the Federal Council 
of Churches, because that body asked 
that consideration of the program be 
postponed until after the war, when the 
pressure of military thought would be 
lightened. That “smear” charge in it- 
self is suggestive of determined propa- 
ganda which receives encouragement 
from the highest political sources, In 
the meantime, it would be well for the 


common citizen to remember a few | 


facts. (1) Our earliest colonies were 
founded and fed by men who sought 
these shores, not. only for freedom in 
faith, but also to escape the universal 
European /system of conscription for 
military service, which made them not 
(2) 
The deep-seated objection of our peo- 
ple against such a system as is now 
proposed rests back upon that earlier 
migration for freedom, and it is still 
strong in the American’ consciousness. 
(3) The idea, that youth “owes a year 
to the state,” is nothing more nor less 
than the substitution of the European 
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idea of the state for that bequeathed to 
us by our Founding Fathers, and its 
loss will reduce us to the lower level 
of European states in this respect. (4) 
Hitler's youth regimentation for 
“Strength through Joy,” which brought 
neither, and Mussolini’s bands of little 
Caesars, are not assuring examples to 
contemplate in this connection. (5) 
Those who press this conscription plan 
upon the nation confess surrender to 
the idea our armies are out to crush— 
that, like the Nazis, we must prepare 
for another war. 


Among All the war-driven migrants 
of Europe, the children are the most 
pitiable, because they have no way of 
measuring the reasons for their tragic 
fate. Second only to the Swiss, the 
Swedes are striving mightily to relieve 
their great needs. Of the more than 
200,000 refugees now crowding Sweden, 
at least 70,000 are children from Nor- 
way and Denmark. More recently Fin- 
nish children have been drifting over 
the border into Sweden in groups of 
1,000, and are being outfitted with 
clothing forwarded from America. All 
these refugees are being cared for in 46 


refugee camps; there are, however, 60 
other quarantine camps, made neces- 
sary by the dire medical ills occasioned 
by their experience. Scandinavian or- 
ganizations in our country are render- 
ing splendid service to meet the needs 
of these unfortunates. 


Because there is a shortage of mu- 
sical instruments, the Philadelphia 
Quartermaster Depot is in the market 
for second-hand instruments of all 
sorts, particularly for bands and or- 
chestras. They are needed “to provide 
morale-building and military music” 
for army hospitals and far-away bases. 
The Depot has the same idea that two 
grandmothers and a dozen mothers had 
recently in an English village, and for 
the same reasons. However, since these 
could not get more suitable instru- 
ments, they made up their orchestra 
from several tambourines, seven tri- 
angles, a piano and a drum, and invited 
the performers to fill in with singing. 
They play in neighboring villages, and 
raise money for war charities. Quite 
frankly one of the grandmothers com- 
mented: “If it isn’t music, at any rate 
it’s a glad noise!” 


A Christmas Vision 
By JOHN D. M. BROWN 


Wuen I survey the bright and spacious skies 
Beyond the battlefields this holy morn, 

I think of Christ, our Saviour, Who was born 
On earth where martial glory quickly dies; 
I see the heavenly hosts again arise 


From outer darkness and from deepest night 

To bring the world good tidings of the light 

And peace that shines within the Saviour’s eyes. 
O let me look forever on that sight 

Of harmony in heaven and on earth, 

Of benediction and good will to men 

From guardian angels radiant and bright 

Upon the glorious morn of Jesus’ birth, 

And let me hear “Glory to God” again. 
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WHEN MOTHER TOLD THE STORY 


By J. H. KUHLMAN 


WueEn mother told the story of the blessed Saviour’s birth, . 

We children thought her rocking-chair the dearest place on earth. 
The ruddy embers’ dying glow was shining on her hair, 

And in her eyes there was a look I’ve never seen elsewhere. 
’Twas then she led us far away on paths where angels stand, 

Back through the years and o’er the sea to Judah’s holy land; 

By faith we saw that little town rise out of ages dim— 

When mother told the story of the Babe of Bethlehem. 


And as she spoke of Mary’s Son, there in the twilight gloom, 

The little Christ seemed very near, as if in yonder room; 

We saw the shepherds and the sheep, the manger and the stall, 
Until the glory of the Lord shone round about us all. 

We heard the clink of camel chains, as wise men came from far, 
Till, lo, above our kitchen roof there shone the morning. star, 
And angels, singing everywhere, composed the Christmas hymn— 
When mother told the story of the Babe of Bethlehem. 


And as we looked upon her face, the halo of her hair, 

It seemed to us another form appeared behind her chair: 

The face of her, the form of her, in far-off David’s town, 

Who wrapped her Son in swaddling clothes instead of silken gown; 
And in our mother’s eyes we saw the motherhood of men, 

As if the maid of Nazareth had come to earth again, 

Herself to witness of her Son and all the light of Him— 

When mother told the story of the Babe of Bethlehem. 


How swift upon the wings of time the days and years have flown; 
Of all that flock at mother’s knee, but one is left alone; 
And when this sacred season comes, and stars of Christmas shine, 
’*Tis then I long for mother’s voice, for mother’s hand in mine. 
O Holy Night, they say, thou art the fount of endless youth, 
Bring back to me my childhood’s faith in God’s eternal truth, 
That simple confidence in Christ with which I trusted Him, 
When mother told the story of the Babe of Bethlehem. 
—‘Lutheran Lyrics,’ W. H. B. Carney, Editor. 
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Christmas “Over There 
By A. T. W. STEINHAEUSER 
“And there were shepherds abiding in 
the field.” Luke 2: 8. 
Guory of God, be round them spread— 
Our shepherds in the field by night— 
While kneeling at the Manger-bed 
We keep our Christmas, warm and 
bright. 


Angelic hosts to them descend, 

On wave and cloud, on hill and plain, 

Singing of war and tumult’s end, 

Of peace on earth, good will toward 
men. 


O Saviour, when the night is past 
And a new dawn.is in the sky, 

Let them come hastening home at last, 
To Love that never more can die. 


Christmas 1944 
By JOHN WILLIAM DOWLER 
Wuat Christmas then is this today? 
What carols can we sing? 
How can we light the Christmas tree 
Or hear the bells’ clear ring? 
_ Our hearts are filled with other 
thoughts— 

We cannot sing, but sigh, 
“What comfort is the Prince of Peace? 
A thousand brave men die!” 


Around the world the darkness falls! 
Can rockets hail His birth, 

Or bombs roar out the joyful news 
That Christ has come to earth? 

We have no star to shine tonight, 
The shellfire lights the sky; 

We cannot hear the angels’ wings, 
The war planes fly on high. 


Where, then, is Christmas hope for us? 

His hope rings out as then, 

For peace shall come to war-torn 
worlds, 

And Christ shall rule again. 

The right shall triumph, truth prevail, 

And war’s dread death depart, 

If we can keep the Christ Child’s hope 

Alive here in our heart! 
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The bells shall all ring out again— 

The battle cry shall cease; 

And men shall turn again to serve 

The Christmas Prince of Peace. 

Oh, Christ, we raise our prayers to 

Thee; 

Protect us till that day 

When Peace shall rule again, and Truth 

Shall light the Christ Child’s way. 
Philadelphia Seminary. 


The Hands of Jesus 


By JOHN H. MEHRLING, 
Capt., M. C., U. S. Army 


In manger low, in David’s town, 
In still of night, while stars looked 
down, ; 
An Infant clutched at Mary’s gown— 
The baby hands of Jesus! 


The logs were rough, the tools were few 

In Joseph’s shop. The Lad foreknew 

The shameful Cross, His mission true— 
The toiling hands of Jesus! 


He made the blind behold the sun; 


*He cleansed the lepers, although none 


Returned to give Him thanks, save 
one— 
The healing hands of Jesus! 


Alone in dark Gethsemane 

He poured His soul in agony, 

That all mankind His truth might free— 
The praying hands of Jesus! 


The trial and the blasphemy 

Resist the soap of alchemy— 

My sin, though black, dies on the tree! 
The nail-pierced hands of Jesus! 


Away with doubts that might obscure 

The hope that He hath given! I’m sure 

My soul, through Him, is ever pure— 
The pleading hands of Jesus! — 


Perhaps today my Lord doth rise 
In righteousness to reign. The skies 
Call one to life! Another dies! 

The judging hands of Jesus! 


A BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL 


TWENTY-FIVE years ago (1919) a 
number of events occurred in this 
habitable world of ours, some large and 
some small. One of the latter class was 
the establishment of the Lutheran 
Church in the capital city of Argentina, 
South America. Buenos Aires is a large 
metropolis: its population is given as 
2,505,000. The majority of its people 
are of Spanish descent. 

The productiveness of its fields, fac- 
tories, and mines has made it attractive 
to immigrants, especially from Italy and 
Spain; but in recent decades people 
from Lutheran countries, Germany, 
Norway, Denmark and Sweden have 
become citizens. The desire to have the 
Gospel preached to them with an evan- 
gelical interpretation and application 
led to the formation of Lutheran con- 
gregations. Their need was first brought 
to the Lutheran Church in America 
through a conversation of the late Silas 
D. Daugherty with the Rev. William 
McLaughlin, a Methodist missionary 
pastor on a visit from his parish in 
Buenos Aires. It thus became a major 

: thee, aspiration of Dr. Daugherty to plant the 
Dr. M. E. Thomas (second from left) with Lutheran Church in that South Amer- 
Missionaries and Three Argentine Pastors ican city. Despite obstacles, he per- 


FAREWELL SUPPER FOR MISS DIEHL AND DR. THOMAS AT VILLA DEL PARQUE 
(Seated) Pastor William Dudde, Miss Diehl, Dr. Thomas, Pastor John Armbruster and Mr. Perkin 
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25th Anniversary of U. L. C. A. 
Mission in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina 


Ree 


Rev. John Armbruster Conducting the 
Service at Villa del Parque 


The Old Folks' Home, J. C. Paz 
December 20, 1944 


severed. In 1919, Dr. and Mrs. E. H. 
Mueller, who had been in India, were 
sent to Argentina and began work in its 
largest and most important city. They 
began the Church of the Redeemer and 
established the birth date of the Argen- 
tina Conference of the ULCA. 

When this mother church and its 
eight daughter congregations deter- 
mined to celebrate the twenty-fifth an- 
niversary of their beginning, they had 
the unanimous approval of the ULCA 
Board of Foreign Missions and of the 
Women’s Missionary Society. But the 
people had their hearts set on the per- 
sonal presence of representatives of 
those two agencies. “Repeated, re- 
iterated and challenging” invitations 
were sent, with the result that Secre- 
tary M. Edwin Thomas, D.D., of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, and Execu- 
tive Secretary Nona M. Diehl of the 
Women’s Missionary Society were of- 
ficially deputed to go to Argentina and 
participate in the festival as repre- 
sentatives of the sponsoring Lutheran 
Church in the United States and Can- 
ada. Dr. Thomas started from San 
Francisco on board a ship. A fire which 
broke out in the harbor of Acapulco, 
Mexico (the passengers were ashore), 
compelled him to go to Mexico City 
and travel thence by plane to his des- 
tination. He was absent on the trip 
four months. 

Miss Diehl took a plane at Miami, 
Fla., and traveled through Balboa, 
Lima and La Paz to Buenos Aires. Her 
journey, including the return trip, con- 
sumed nine weeks. 

Both Miss Diehl and Dr. Thomas 
granted Tue LUTHERAN’s request for an 
interview in the Muhlenberg Building 
on-December 5. Concerning the Iglesia 
Lutherana Unida, as the church is 
named on an official program, which 
planned and carried through the pro- 
gram of celebration, we learned that 
seven congregations, six missionaries 
and three national pastors were in com- 
bination. The present membership 


strength of these who constitute the 


Conferentia Argentina of the ULCA is 
“about 1,817 baptized members of 
whom 964 are communicant.” Of these 
the majority are of Spanish background 
but the population of the area under 
the mission’s ministry requires the use 
also of English, German and Slovak 
languages. The need of these languages 
indicates national origins of migration 
to the city, but the Argentine govern- 
ment demands the use of Spanish in 
public school instruction: the ULCA 
congregations who may in a reasonable 
period of time ask for and receive an 
autonomous organization recognize 
Spanish, “the language of the country,” 
as the medium for its work in the 
Argentine. Devotional and ecclesiastical 
literature in that language has already 
been prepared for circulation, but not 
enough to supply all needs. 

Miss Diehl commented 
that the program of cele- 
bration was elaborate: 
“There were rallies for men, 
and for women’s, young 
people’s and children’s or- 
ganizations, which occurred 
at different times. Distribu- 
tion of the dates enabled Dr. 
Thomas and myself to meet 
all these groups and for 
them to meet us.” She con- 
tinued: 


Parsonage, Church and Schesl 
at Villa Progreso - 


ae 


Children at Recess at 
Villa Progreso School 


“Two events were held, in 
which all the congregations 
in the mission participated. 
One was an all-day func- 
tion of which the high spot 
was the dedication of a new 
plot of ground to which the 
Old People’s Home will be 
removed. Then there was 
the final grand celebra- 
tion, November first, All Saints’ Day. 
Adinineirtien of the Lord’s Supper 
was the climax of this service. The 
Swedish pastor, Dr. Baathe, presided.” 

Among the numerous “snapshots,” 
taken in Buenos Aires, were several in 
which confirmands had the front rows. 
When we observed that Palm Sunday 
had occurred six months prior to the 
celebration, it was explained that in 
Argentina confirmation services occur 
in connection with Reformation Day. 
“It is spring in Buenos Aires in Octo- 
ber. The flowers are in bloom and the 
climate resembles in temperature our 
April.” 

Reference was made in the course of 
our conversation to “the intelligentsia” 
who aré said to have cultural and edu- 
cational prominence in Latin American 
countries. “What about class distinc- 
tions?” it was inquired. 
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Dr. Thomas by way of answer, re- 
ferred to the chivalrous attitude of the 
people on trains and buses to older folk 
and to women, especially to women 
carrying babies, regardless of the classes 
to which those involved belong. Miss 
Diehl gave her impressions: “The peo- 
ple are intelligent and aggressive. The 
women are better dressers than we are. 
Although many never wear hats, they 
would not think of appearing without 
gloves. They are warmly affectionate 
and show their feelings by cordial ges- 
tures. Flowers grow in abundance and 
floral tributes were given to both Dr. 
Thomas and to me. At meetings the 
women kiss each other on both cheeks 
and the men pat each others’ shoulders.” 

Of course, the position of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Argentina was 
touched upon. “Did you encounter any 
difficulties in obtaining credentials for 
traveling in Latin American countries?” 
was asked. “Yes, particularly in Peru,” 
was the reply, “but none in Buenos 
Aires.” 


Church Influences 

But concerning ecclesiastical in- 
fluences, Dr. Thomas said: “The power 
of the Roman Catholic Church is very 
great. It is seen in the conduct of the 
schools and is a factor in many public 
movements. At this time there is open 
opposition to the expansion of Prot- 
estant missions.” 

“Is the opposition justifiable?” was 
next asked. Dr. Thomas replied, “I 
think there are openings in every city 
as well as in the rural section for the 
work of our church.” He explained, 
“While most of the people are credited 
to Romanism, they list themselves as 
Liberals—not affiliated with any 
church.” Miss Diehl’s impression is that 
our Lutheran Church’s activities are 
not only attractive to the women in 
Argentina, but become a means of their 
broader visions of a Christian life in 
their communities. Queries by women 
about women’s work “in the states” 
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were made and answers to them were 
appreciated. 

A final inquiry, “Was the trip worth 
while?” was addressed to both repre- 
sentatives. In its background was not 
only the expense involved in a journey 
of between seventeen and eighteen 
thousand miles, a great part of it by 
plane, but there were discomforts and 
even dangers. There is a war on. But 
Miss Diehl said, “I was dubious before 
we started as to justification of the trip 
at this time, but the experience has 
shown me conclusively as I visited our 
missions and schools that there is a 
place for Protestant missions in South 
America, and that what our own church 
is doing is worth while. I was very 
much encouraged by our work in 
Puerto Rico, where the people are poor 
but have already assumed so much of 
the support of the church that it is very 
heartening. I am convinced that vis- 
itors to the fields help not only those 
of us who have the privilege of seeing 
the work but that such visits are more 
heartening to the workers than we can 
appreciate. There is more value in face 
to face conferences with the people who 
are doing our work than many of us 
realize.” 

Dr. Thomas told us that he was 
amazed at the friendly feelings which 
exist between the people of Argentina 
and the United States. One of the ques- 
tions most frequently asked him was, 
“What do the people of the United 
States think about Argentina?” He 
added: “I think we are helping the 
Roman Catholic Church by our pres- 
ence but at the same time I think our 
influence reaches beyond the church. 
Missionary Armbruster is the president 
of the Spanish Ministerium and is very 
well known in all circles. He has 
achieved great results in a very dif- 
ficult field. Pastor Villaverde, one of 
our own national pastors is the pres- 
ident of the Confederation of Evan- 
gelical Churches of Argentina, Uruguay 
and Paraguay.” 
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HAPPENINGS IN THE HOME 


Concerning Religion 

e@ I recently read an article on the re- 
ligious life in which the author said there 
is a great difference between “teaching 
religion” and “teaching about religion.” 
He did not explain what he meant by the 
statement. I do not see what the difference 
Ss 

Tus is a distinction which is not or- 
dinarily made, but some leaders have 
placed considerable emphasis on the 
difference between “teaching religion” 
and imparting facts about it. There is 
a valid differentiation between the two, 
but practically everything that is taught 
“about religion” proves to be an aid to 
acquiring religion. 

Tt has often been said that “religion 
cannot be taught; it must be caught.” 
Persons who make this distinction 
usually hold a wery narrow view of 
“teaching.” They think of all teaching 
as instruction or the imparting of in- 
formation, whereas it is really much 
broader, including activities, conversa- 
tion, shared experiences, worship, dis- 
cussion and other methods. When a 
person “catches” religion he is being 
taught in a variety of effective ways, 
perhaps even to some extent by in- 
struction. Perhaps he is being pro- 
foundly influenced by some fine per- 
sonality; he is learning by contagion. 
Perhaps the experience of worship is 
changing him. Or, it may be that 
through some project or shared activity 
he has been led inie vital religious ex- 
perience. 

Tt is possible for children, young peo- 
ple, or adults to be instructed in spir- 
itual things, that is, taught “about re- 
ligian,” but utterly fail-to become spir- 
itual-minded or religious in any real 
sense. He may come to know a great 
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deal about religion but fail to become a 
religious person. I have heard of a man 
who was prominent in a congregation, 
knew the Bible thoroughly, but was 
guilty of such notorious offenses that 
he was excommunicated from the 
church. Knowing is no guarantee of 
Christian life. Man’s knowing faculty 
is only one part of his personality, and 
it usually has less influence on be- 
havior than habits and feelings. It may 
be said that almost anybody can teach 
about religion, but only a genuinely 
religious person can teach religion. 


A Hymn on the Nativity 


By BEN JONSON 

IT stne the birth was born tonight, 
The Author both of life and light: 
The angels so did sound it. 

And like the ravished shepherds said, 
Who saw the light and were afraid, 
Yet searched, and true they found it. 


The Son of God, th’ Eternal King, 

That bid us all salvation bring, 

And freed the soul from danger; 

He whom the whole world could not take, _ 

The Word which heaven and earth did 
make, 

Was now laid in a manger. 


The Father’s wisdom willed it so, 
The Son's obedience knew no No, 
Both wills were in one stature: 


- And as that wisdom had decreed, 


\ 


The Word was now made flesh indeed, 
And took on Him our nature. 


What comfort by Him do we win, 
Who made Himself the price of sin, 
To make us heirs of glory! 

To see this babe all innocence, 

A martyr born in our defense: 
Can man forget this story? 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


GOD’S CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

Read Philippians 4: 4-7 and Luke 2: 8-20. 

“Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights,” wrote St. James. 
God’s special, Perfect Gift is His only 
begotten Son, Who in the Incarnation 
brought infinite blessings to all human 
relations where His Spirit is recognized. 
At Christmas we celebrate the entrance 
of Jesus into our midst and receive 
anew His choicest gifts. 


He gave his only begotten Son. John 
3: 16. 

Hts Son. “God gives His very best to 
those who leave the choice with Him.” 
In Christmas giving leave the choice 
with the giver. God voluntarily came, 
and comes, to fill each receptive heart 
and home with that which satisfies. 
Nothing can take the place of His “real 
presence” in these dark days. It means 
love—‘“for God so loved the world that 
~ He gave His only begotten Son”; and 
love transforms human relations. Ac- 
cept Christ as the center of your life 
at “Christmas”—and always! 


The grace of God hath appeared, bring- 
ing salvation to all men. Titus 2: 11. 

Satvation. “Heroes” are often rated 
according to the number of their vic- 
tims. The “grace of God” is different. 
It brings not death and anguish, but 
“salvation.” At Christmas was born 
“in the city of David a Saviour.” His 
‘name is Jesus—‘“Jehovah saves”’—for 
He “saves His people from their sins.” 


_ The free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6: 23. 
ErernaL Lire. Dr. Theo. G. Shuey 

wrote concerning Lutheran World 

Action, “This is not a day of sentiment 

but of salvation.” The sentiment that 

pervades Christmas and all idealistic 
occasions and ventures is beautiful but 
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useless, unless it eventuates in helpful 
expression. The love of God seems 
more heavenly because of its human 
expression in Jesus. His saving love is 
attended by the gift of “eternal life”— 
a positive power, and not just a status 
of. salvation. -“Good will” channels 
eternal life into good words and deeds. 


Behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy. Luke 2: 10. 

Goop Tipines. In contrast with the 
evil tidings concerning war, jealousy 
and hate, is the good news as to scien- 
tific developments and humanitarian 
efforts. But the good tidings brought by 
angels from beyond our stratosphere 
pervade our spiritual atmosphere with 
vibrations of hope and love which no 
earth-born discoveries and benefits can 
equal. And Christmas music and art 
unite with other harmonies of praise in 
glorifying God and spreading the mes- 
sage of His love. 


My peace I give unto you; not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. John 14: 27. 

Peace. “Not as the world giveth,” is 
“the peace of God which passeth all 
understanding.” “Peace on earth” is 
the chief goal confronting all nations 
today. To attain it, millions sacrifice 
and die; to retain it, world leaders plan 
and all peoples pray. But beyond all 
battlefields comes the Voice of the In- 
finite, assuring that peace is no human 
attainment. It is God’s own gift. Out 
from the “silent night, holy night,” 
whence was the natal morn of a New 
Dispensation, may the spiritual har- 
monies of heaven-sent love steal forth 
to charm and cheer all followers of the 
Prince of Peace! 


“Come to us, Lord; we watch for Thee. 
We shall never feel surprise, 
If sudden we lift our eyes and see 
The Dayspring o’er us rise.” 


MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER'S 


WIFE 


SHOPPING ENCOUNTER—Mrs. Caitep almost forgets. 


I scurFED my way toward the sta- 
tionery store on the corner of Main 
Street. I was wondering whether I had 
ever fully appreciated Mark and his in- 
exhaustible capacity for running er- 
rands. 

Joan has done her best to fill the gap; 
but there are a lot of things I have to 
do myself. 

Buying these gifts for the beginners’ 
department, for instance. I wanted to 
order little books of children’s prayers 
a couple of months ago, but I wanted 
the idea to meet with the approval of 
the other teachers. I put off ordering 
them till after the teachers’ meeting. 
Mark broke his leg. I missed the meet- 
ing. In fact, I never gave the matter of 
gifts another thought until Frieda Craig 
asked me about it yesterday. Now it 
was up to me to find something in a 
hurry. ; 

Perhaps Mrs. Jones would have 
something. I opened the door, and 
heard the faint jangle of the bell mingle 
with the sound of a telephone conver- 
sation at the back of the shop. 

“No,” Mrs. Jones was saying. “I 
haven’t a single wax angel left. I had 
a lot of them at the beginning of the 
season, but they just melted away— 
and that’s not meant to be funny.” 

She waved her hand in my direction 
and looked over her spectacles at the 
mouthpiece of the telephone. 


“Looked everywhere? Dear me! That. 


is too bad. Tell you what I do have. 


I’ve got some nice little crepe paper, 


Santa Clauses. The order just came in 
today, or they’d be all gone too, I sup- 
pose. Oh, no! I wouldn’t think of try- 
ing to sell you something else when 
you had your mind set on wax angels. 
I just hope you find some.” 

She came to the front of the store, 
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shaking her head. “When I want wax 
angels,” she mimicked, “I most cer- 
tainly do not want paper Santa Clauses! 
One of that kind. Now, what can I do 
for you, Mrs. Lathrop? Seems like you 
have enough bundles, anyhow!” 

“Last minute things! Every year I 
vow I'll get everything done ahead of 
time and every year it’s the same thing. 
Only this year it’s worse, not being able 
to send Mark for things.” 

“But at least his leg is mending 
nicely, and he’s still too young to be in 
this awful fighting.” 

“T know. Sometimes I feel as though 
I ought to choke before I let one word 
of complaint about anything pass my 
lips.” 

“But that’s not human nature, is it? 
I guess we all like to crab about things 
now and then. But you know, it’s a 
funny thing; but I just can’t do it in 
front of people who have real troubles 
to complain about, can you? I sent my 
helper back home this morning. She’s 
so worried about her husband she’s not 
getting her sleep at night. I sent her 
home and told her not to come back, 
Christmas rush or no Christmas rush, 
till she could tell me honor bright she’d 
had a good sleep.” She glared at me 
so fiercely over her glasses that I felt 
I ought to see to it somehow that her 
helper got to sleep. Then she smiled. 
“But we/still have Christmas, don’t. 
we? Maybe we can’t get the things we’d 
like to get, but near enough to make 
it seem the same. Too much of some 
things, like these pesky Santa Clauses. 
Order just came today instead of weeks 
ago. How am I supposed to get rid of a 
gross of the things in two days?” 

The unmelodious sound of the store 
bell -saved me from ordering a dozen 
paper favors I didn’t need. I greeted 
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Mrs. Hammond with relief. “I do be- 
lieve you have more bundles than I 
have!” 

“I have more bundles than anyone 
should have! There goes one!” 

I leaped to the rescue and deposited 
the package on the counter. She placed 
the rest beside it. “What I need is a 
complete reorganization of this mess. 
You two go on with your business. I’ll 
just sort these, if you don’t mind.” 
Cranberries spurted from one bag, and 
she replaced them firmly, only to have 

‘an orange shoot across the counter, 
while a holly wreath dropped from her 
arm. 

“You in a hurry, Mrs. Lathrop?” 
asked Mrs. Jones, “Got time to wait 
while I help Mrs. Hammond get 
straightened out here?” 

“All the time in the world,” I as- 
sented heartily, hoping the recording 
angel was out to lunch. 

“The trouble is,’ Mrs. Hammond 
apologized, “we decided to skip Christ- 
mas this year. My husband is working 
the most irregular and unreasonable 
hours. My daughter is a stenographer 
at C.B.I., and in her spare time she is a 
nurse’s aid, which means she has no 
time to be at home. I’m all tied up with 
Red Cross and the Youth Center and 
so many things I just fly from morning 
till night. So we talked it over and de- 
cided not to bother. Then this morning 
the postman brought a letter from my 
son that made me positively ashamed.” 

“Where is your son—if the question 
isn’t out of order?” 

“He’s in India; and he’s hoping he 
won’t be moved away from this mission 
station before Christmas, because he 
wants to take part in the mission 
Christmas festivities. He says that peo- 
ple come in from the surrounding vil- 
lages to be at the mission at Christmas; 
and since he can’t be at home, he cer- 
tainly hopes he can be there to take 
part in the celebration.” 

“Well,” broke in Mrs. Jones, “I do 
say, talking to parents and wives right 
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here in Bordenville is as good as read- 
ing the National Geographic any day. 
But I don’t see what there was about 
that to make you decide to celebrate 
Christmas.” 

“Oh, I didn’t tell you about that part 
of the letter, did I? Bud says that the 
thing that really keeps all of the fellows 
out there going is the feeling that they 
are doing what they have to do so that 
everything can go on here at heme just 
the way it always has. He likes to think 
about our tree and holly at the win- 
dows, and going to church, and all the 
things that mean home and Christmas 
to him. And here I was planning to 
skip all the usual excitement that 
meant so much. We're going to go 
ahead and have it now, so that if he 
wants to think of us at home, he’ll be 
thinking right!” 

“And what can I get you?” Over her 
shoulder, Mrs. Jones threw me an “I’m 
sure you don’t mind, Mrs. Lathrop.” 

“Tall red candles and Christmas tree 
bulbs. A lot of mine have burned out.” 

“T can let you have the candles—and 
the bulbs if you won’t tell anyone.” She 
looked sternly from one to the other of 
us while we promised secrecy, then 
disappeared into the room at the back. 
She returned with a small box of col- 
ored lights which she handed over one 
by one, like a monarch dispensing gems 
to his faithful courtiers. She wrapped 
them quickly and hustled the almost 
empty box back to her secret hiding 
place. 

The candles were selected and wrap- 
ped and all Mrs. Hammond’s bundles 
securely fastened. 

“Merry Christmas!” she called, above 
the packages that tickled her chin. 

“Merry Christmas!” Mrs. Jones’ 
voice, hearty to the point of roughness, 
belied the dewdrop twinkling on her 
lashes. As the door closed she blew her 
nose. “Dratted sinus,” she muttered. 

“And now,” she asked, businesslike 
once more, “what can I do for you?” 

For a minute I couldn’t remember. 


17 


THRILLED BY PAPUAN FIDELITY 


Chaplain GEORGE H. BERKHEIMER Describes Visit to 


Lutheran Mission in New Guinea 


It has been my privilege on previous 
occasions to make contact with the mis- 
sionary work in New Guniea of other 
denominations—the Church of England, 
the London Missionary Society and the 
Roman Catholic Church. Never had I 
gotten into any of the fields of labor of 


The chaplain leads in the singing at a 
service in the Southwest Pacific 


my own church. Naturally I was thrilled 
when I learned that this trip would take 
me into the very heart of the Lutheran 
missionary work. The northern part of 
New Guinea, as you know, was German 
territory prior to the first World War. 
The missions were established here by 
the Lutheran Church of Germany. The 
Treaty of Versailles took this land from 
Germany and made it Australian man- 
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dated territory. The missionary work 
then became the responsibility of the 
Australian Lutheran Church. They were 
too small a body to undertake the en- 
tire obligation, so the American Lu- 
theran Church has been co-operating. 

The missionaries stayed with their 
people to the bitter end. Many of them 
were captured by the Japanese and 
suffered all kinds of indignities and dis- 
comforts. Some suffered martyrdom. 
Some were killed by our own bombers. 
This happened when our forces were 
approaching the place where the Jap- 
anese held them captive. The captors 
tried to take them to another place. The 
missionaries were crowded on a barge 
and they started north. Some of our 
bombers sighted the barge and iden- 
tified it as Japanese. They had no way 
of knowing that the personnel on the 
barge were citizens of Allied Nations 
and not enemies. They made several 
strafing runs, and the results were only 
too accurate. I met the widow and two 
fatherless children of one of the mis- 
sionaries who was killed. I also met a 
number of the rest of them who es- 
caped, some seriously injured. All these 
were rescued when our troops captured 
Hollandia. They were brought to Aus- 
tralia and treated in our American 
army hospitals. 

The better I came to know these fine 
Christian souls, the more I desired to 
see the place of their self-sacrificing 


‘labors. I obtained permission from the 


Australian New Guinea Administrative 
Unit to visit the Mission Compound. It 
consisted of a chapel and a schoolhouse. 
The chapel, which would accommodate 
about 200 worshipers, was constructed 
of tar paper and a building material 
made of pressed fodder or cane. 
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The natives fled this area when the 
Japs came. They took to the hills; and 
there about five miles from their orig- 
inal home they hewed for themselves 
out of the virgin jungle a new place 
of abode. It was necessary to cross a 
raging river about a hundred feet wide 
to get to this village. The only bridge 
across it was of the swinging variety, 
and it had been destroyed just a few 
days before my arrival. I drove a mile 
or so up the river to a pumping station, 
and there parked the jeep and walked 
across on a narrow cat-walk that served 
as a support for the water main. 


English as "Spoke" 

Two native boys met me on the other 
side of the river. The ensuing conver- 
sation was something like this: 

Guorae: “Me American missionary.” 

Native Boy (an exceptionally bright 
looking lad of about nine or ten): “I 
know,” and he pointed to the cross on 
my collar. 

Grorce: “Me Lutheran.” 

Native Boy: “Me Lutheran too,” and 
a big grin covered his dark face. 

George: “You know Dr. Theile?” He 
is the president of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Australian Lutheran 
~ Church, 

Native Boy: “Yes. He Number One 
missionary.” The person who is the 
chief or who excels in any trait is the 
Number One man in that particular 
field of activity. 

Georce: “You know Dr, Broun (the 
medical missionary), and Pastors 
Ackerman, Peets and Radke?” . 

Native Boy: “Yes. White man teach 
and preach and heal. When white man 
come back?” 

Gzorce: “Very soon, my little friend, 
and the next time they will come to 
stay.” A big smile lighted up his little 
dark face. 

I asked him if he would lead me to 
the village, and he readily consented to 
do so. He and his companion imme- 
diately took the bundles of Prayer 
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Books and Communion supplies that I 
carried with me, and one led the way 
while the other brought up the rear 
so I was well protected. They took me 
over a not-too~-well defined jungle track 
which I could never have found by my- 
self. We went up and down steep, 
muddy banks. Their bare toes stuck 
into the slime and gave them sure foot- 
ing while my shoes were not too secure. 
We finally came out upon a large pla- 
teau which was the village garden—a 
community co-operative. The only 
vegetable that I saw was the taru plant; 
but there was a great abundance of 
that. The stem and leaf look like rhu- 
barb. The edible part which grows un- 
der the ground is similar in appearance 
to our turnip and is tasteless. That par- 
ticular vegetable provides their main 
dish. - 


Whole Town's Greeting 

We reached the village at last, and 
the boys spread the word of the arrival 
of the American missionary. Our train 
gradually grew until practically the en- 
tire village population was included in 
it when we reached the hut of the 
Number One preacher and teacher. The 
white missionaries have been gone for 
almost three years; but these two faith- 
ful workers carry on and minister in a 
most remarkable way to a congregation 
that has not, nor will it, backslide into 
paganism. Their profound interest in 
the work of the Christian Church is a 
glowing tribute to the missionaries. 

The preacher is keeping a record of 
all the important events in the life of 
the village. The entries go back over 
a period of two years and more. It is 
amazingly accurate so far as the issues 
of the war are concerned as they have 
affected this village. He notes the time 
of the entry of the Japanese, the dates 
of the heavy bombings, and also the 
time when the Allied troops returned. 
The latter entry is on this wise: Date— 
“American and Australian white man 
kissim Lae.” 
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When I left they asked me to take 
“talk” along to Pastoral Ackerman and 
Peets. This is the message: “Tell them 
you see Number One preacher and 
Number Two teacher. Number One 
teacher die when Japs bomb. We will 
carry on till white man come back.” 

One of the islands I visited is in the 
Netherland East Indies. There are 
plenty of Japs there yet, and I was glad 
when my business was accomplished. 
It wasn’t entirely the presence of the 
Japs that made me anxious to be on my 
way, although some are very close to 
the place I stayed. They frequently 
wander into the camps to surrender or 
in search of food. Our Protestant chap- 
lain on duty there buried one just the 
day before I arrived. He walked into a 
near-by camp, presumably in search of 
food. Apparently no one asked him if 
that was what he wanted, for suddenly 
a rifle shot was heard and that was all. 


“Small Cyclone" 

My main reason for not desiring to 
remain there was due to the fact that 
the monsoon season is at hand. Winds 
of terrific velocity accompanied with 
torrential rains descend upon you with 
little warning and vanish just as 
quickly, but usually not before they 
have left their mark. Yesterday morn- 
ing at 1.00 o’clock the occupants of our 
tent were awakened by what seemed 
to be a small cyclone. It threatened to 
blow over the tent. We hurriedly 
dressed, and then clung to the tent 
poles for dear life. When it finally 
abated, we went back to our bunks; but 
remained fully clothed. A few hours 
later I got up to go to the airport to get 
the plane to this place. The sky was 
clear, the moon was full, and there was 
no breeze. 

The unit of currency there as well as 
here is neither the American dollar nor 
the Australian pound but rather the 
Dutch guilder. It is worth $0.53. Their 
currency is on the decimal system. 

It has been my lot to stand on the 
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battlefields of Milne Bay, Nadzab 
Saidor, Madang and Hollandia. I have 
stood on ground made sacred in Port 
Moresby, Saputa and Lae—ground 
which now provides at least a tem- 
porary resting place for those “who 
gave their last full measure of devo- 
tion.” Over some of them I had said 
the last words. I have stood on the 
beaches of Buna, Cape Endiere, Fin- 
schafen, New Britain Island and Biak 
Island. Clear waters again lap lazily on 
the sand that has long since forgotten 
that not many months ago it was stained 
with the blood of some of America’s 
finest youth. 


Deep Emotion 

I was moved with a feeling of deepest 
reverence as I stood with uncovered 
and bowed head at these shrines of 
American honor and heroism. My heart 
was heavy with sorrow for those at 
home. It was also filled with gratitude 
to God who has put into the heart of 
man a love for certain principles and 
ideals that exceed the love of life itself. 
My eyes were frequently damp as I 
raised them from the scene. On more 
than one occasion they fell upon a 
group of natives near by. I thought that 
they must have sensed my feelings, for 
some of them had a look on their faces 
that asked: “Why did the white man 
come across the waters to fight for 


them? The look on the face of others © 


who were obviously Christian (for they 
are easily distinguished) was entirely 
different. They seemed to have found 
the answer, for they, too, had experi- 
enced the love of Christ in their hearts 
—a love that sends men out from their 
homes to fight and suffer and die that 
all of God’s children, regardless of race 
or color, may enjoy the blessings of 
justice, righteousness and mercy. The 
words of the native at the mission come 
back to me: “Tell white man we carry 
on till he come back.” May these words 
be your and my challenge until our 
prayers for peace are fulfilled. 
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The German Church in 
the News 
(Continued from page 2) 


and Denmark Bishop Primate is the 
title of the chief bishop. Finland is re- 
ported to use the title Archbishop. Ep. ] 

Relations with churches outside Ger- 
many will be handled through the for- 
eign department, or bureau. This de- 
partment is expected to occupy a major 
part of the head bishop’s attention and 
for this reason another leading church- 
man or bishop will be assigned to assist. 


Ecumenical Relations 


General function of the foreign bu- 
reau will be to handle relationships 
with the ecumenical (international 
church co-operation) movement, espe- 
cially with an ecumenical council rep- 
resenting the churches. A special study 
center for the promotion of ecumenical 
thought will be formed within the 
church, and personnel will be furnished 
to serve as a liaison between the Evan- 
gelical Church and inter-church aid 
agencies in Kurope. Adequate funds are 
expected to be made available through 
assessments on churches. 

The foreign bureau will also handle 
the problem of German minorities in 
countries abroad in co-operation with 
ecumenical associations in the various 
nations. 

Work of the five other church de- 
partments will deal exclusively with 
internal church affairs. The over-all 
concern will be to recover ground lost 
since Hitler’s accession to power and to 
re-establish the church’s place among 
the German masses, especially among 
the younger elements, 

Reviving Christian Youth organiza- 
tions abolished under the Hitler “new 
order” will be an important task of the 
bureau for relations between the na- 
tional church and central church or- 
ganizations. 

The bureau will attempt to mobilize 
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efforts of the German Evangelical men’s 
and women’s organizations to stimulate 
parish growth. It will endeavor also to 
strengthen relations between the 
churches and free Christian organiza- 
tions, particularly the Inner Mission, 
the societies of the Foreign Mission, and 
the young people’s work of the Church. 
It is expected that eventually the 
Church will take over groups which 
have always had an independent or 
semi-independent status. 


Education of Youth 


Problems of education and the res- 
toration of the church press and re- 
ligious propaganda will be dealt with 
by a department whose aim will be to 
make the German people more church- 
conscious. The department will revamp 
the present educational setup and pre- 
pare and carry through a widespread 
evangelistic missionary program. It will 
seek participation of churches and con- 
gregations in remodeling Germany’s 
educational system and take steps to 
rebuild both the church press and other 
propaganda media proscribed by the 
Nazi government. 

A bureau of church discipline will 
officiate in matters of ecclesiastical 
administration. The bureau will revise 
codes of church discipline, scan all ap- 
pointments to church offices, from bish- 
oprics to pastorates, and bring about 
the expulsion of such non-ecclesiastical 
elements as the pro-Nazi German 
Christians. 

Problems of church law, legal rela- 
tions with government authorities and 
independent church organizations, 
questions of administration, and raising 
of church funds will be handled by the 
bureau for legal and administrative 
problems. 

Another bureau will attempt to re- 
adjust relations between the “national” 
and the so-called “Landes,” or regional, 
churches situated in such historic geo- 
graphical units as Prussia and Saxony 
which the Nazis have redistributed. 
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Spee the Dosh 


THe LUTHERAN is indebted to M. R. 
Hamsher, D.D., president of the Synod 
of Central Pennsylvania, for the article 
beginning on page 18. It was written 
him by Chaplain George H. Berk- 
heimer, a member of that synod whose 
work for more than the current year 
has been in New Guinea and Australia. 
His assignment is “Supply Chaplain for 
the theater. It is of such a nature as to 
necessitate a great amount of traveling 
around, all over the Southwest Pacific 
Area.” His letter, dated November 6, 
and written from New Guinea, stated: 
“T have just about completed a two 
weeks’ tour that has taken me to four 
of our northern bases.” Following that 
paragraph, THe LUTHERAN has quoted 
him 


A good deal was reported during the 
first year of our participation in the 
war about Lutheran missionaries in 
New Guinea who were charged with 
assisting the Japanese invaders. Later 
it was learned that these reports were 
false; in fact, the missionary pastors 
were nearly all interned in Australia. 
Chaplain Berkheimer supplies a chap- 
ter of recent events. 


CHIEFLY ABOUT A PROCLAMATION 

WE suggest to our readers that St. 
Luke’s narrative of the birth of our 
Lord in Bethlehem can be “broken 
down” into three parts so as to present 


Preparation, the Occurrence, and Proc- ~ 


lamation thereof. Part I describes the 
conditions that brought Joseph and 
Mary to the inn where Christ was born. 
Part II is obviously the answer of the 
Mother of Jesus to a request from St. 
Luke that she describe the Nativity. 
Part III tells of the agencies that went 
into action in order that the event 
might receive worldwide acclamation. 
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Shepherds were aroused by the voice 
of an angel, and the “follow up” began 
when a heavenly host was heard sing- 
ing, “Glory to God in the highest; and 
on earth peace, goodwill to men.” No 
doubt many ministers will compose 
their Christmas morning sermon so as 
to reflect the obvious three parts in St. 
Luke’s record. 

THe LUTHERAN desires to call atten- 
tion to one division only of the above- 
described three; namely, the last one, 
by which the beginning was made of 
making known to all the world not 
only what had happened in that Beth- 
lehem manger, but why the divine plan 
of redemption involved so unexpected 
a beginning. We might announce “Proc- 
lamation” as the topic chosen for a few 
paragraphs. > 

First of all, attention is due the fact 
that Christianity does not thrive on 
ignorance. The miracle of the birth of 
our Saviour is not dependent on its 
announcement for its purpose or its 
merit; but obviously the sharing of its 
benefits by all mankind depends on 
“telling the world” the Bethlehem 
story. The New Testament has a Greek” 
word which we translate as “preach” 
and “preacher.” Among its implica- 
tions is due recognition of the dignity 
and privileges of a herald—that ro- 
mantic figure who with his trumpet 
makes known his arrival with an essen- 
tial message and with the right to 
deliver it. 

We have sought to emphasize this 
function of proclaiming by the picture 
on the front page of this issue. Then 
on page three, the chaplain’s duties are 
linked with the ministry of the Word 
of God to men in need of the sustain- 
ing power of divine love. It is for 
those actively engaged in war, that the 
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chaplain, more than any other single 
person, is the messenger from the 
Church to its members absent from 
their homes for military service. Fur- 
thermore the chaplain’s activities are 
“round trip” in character. Through him 
the combatants reach home and friends 
with requests and assurances. 

There is finally an objective of this 
struggle on the part of America and 
Canada. When we fight for 
freedom of worship, we 
really mean the right of 
forming fellowship on the 
basis of our religious con- 
victions. We say with rev- 
erence, but positively, the 


privileges restrains the vicious elements 
of society to a very great degree. The 
church should be—and no doubt is— 
eager to put its resources to work in 
restraint of juvenile delinquency. 

But because Christianity does not 
operate by absent treatment, it must 
have access to those on whom it is 
equipped to exert an influence. As long 
as Sunday is commercialized, saloons 


Bethlehem Star 
By J. FREDERICK BERMON 


ideology which the military 
forces of the United States 
and her allies are defending 
is derived from the prin- 
ciples of our religion. We 
pray that the struggle may 
soon end; and when it does, 
the nation will have kept for 
future generations knowl- 
edge of God’s greatest gift 
to man. In the midst of 
war, this Christmas has its 
significance. 


FROM PARTICULAR TO 
GENERAL 

In our locality, and doubt- 
less also in yours, the extent 
of juvenile delinquency has 
grown to alarming propor- 


Srar of my Dreams, 

Bright Bethlehem Star! 

Shine Thou on, and lead me afar 

Where Time’s no more; nor Shadows are. 
The Inn is closed—the Manger bare; 
The Shepherds? no—nor Wise Men there. 
The Warrior’s tread shakes the Earth, 
And stilled is Laughter gay and Mirth. 
Yet my dreaming Ears hear a Voice, 
That bids my plaintive soul—“rejoice.” 
My dreaming Eyes see through the Veil, 
Past hills of Pain—Faces wan and pale. 
Again I see the angel throng, 

And hear again the glory song: 

“Glory be to God on High”—then, 
“Peace on the Earth, good will to Men.” 
Star of my Dreams, 

Bright Bethlehem Star, 

Shine on and lead the World afar, 
Where Joy and Peace eternal are! 


tions. What for a while was 
an occasional occurrence at 
street crossings of no particular social 
prominence has affected the entire 
community. Stricter police vigilance, 
curfew regulations and widely pub- 
lished warnings have been of very 
little influence. The situation is now in 
the hands of a Grand Jury. 

It is agreed that no agency has 
greater potential competence in the 
sphere of moral uplift than our 
churches. It is also agreed that vig- 
orous attention to religious duties and 
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and taprooms unrestricted in fact, and 
programs in public schools so exten- 
sive as to rob children of time for train- 
ing in religion, the influence of the 
church will be greatly lessened. The 
present-day community, with its al- 
most bewildering complexity of living, 
will not solve its moral problems by 
referring them to the churches, and at 
the same time in effect challenging 
pastors and congregations to accom- 
plish worth-while reforms. 


23 


£ E.Tyf-E. RS 


Preaching to War Prisoners 


Our Church at large should know that 
when she studies God’s Word concerning 
love toward enemies, as she recently did, 
she is actually doing something about it 
through the National Lutheran Council. 
It has been my privilege within the last 
few months to preach at several prison 
camps to German war prisoners. This 
work was done at the invitation of army 
chaplains in charge, and under the spon- 
sorship of the NLC. Perhaps there is no 
more telling work of reconciliation to be 
done now or in the future than to bring 
the Gospel of the Saviour Who died for 
them to these despised and rejected enemy 
prisoners. 

The participation in the services on the 
part of the prisoners was without excep- 
tion heartfelt and full-ihroated. I have 
not heard such singing of precious old 
hymns in any of our American congrega- 
tions as I heard amongst these brethren 
in bonds. To a man they took part in 
the responses of the confessional service, 
which had been mimeographed on sheets 
for them. At one hospital service to which 
the men came with arms and legs in 
casts, a Lutheran pastor from Germany, 
now a prisoner, played the portable or- 
gan which the U. S. Army chaplain had 
on hand. At another service, the whole 
front row was occupied by German of- 
ficers, who paid devout attention. After 
the service these officers, still in uniform, 
came fo me first, to bow and shake my 


hand, and to say, “We thank you from the - 


bottom of our hearts.” Some men asked 


me to come back; others asked for Testa-.\ 


ments; another asked for a small cross. 
Perhaps my richest experience was ad- 
ministering the Sacrament to that chosen 
few who desired their Lord’s rich offer- 
ing, and whose faith was strong enough 
to come for it. 


Let it be understood that not all of the 
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prisoners attended these services; but that 
precious nucleus of believers, which the 
Holy Spirit has’ created in any community 
of humans, did; and these were truly 
thankful for the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament. 


Crockett, Va. Rupotex Lupwic. 


Sunday Observance 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

Waar a lot of sparks are flying over a 
helpful little article on the proper ob- 
servance of the Lord’s Day! 

Some are saying that it is not Lutheran- 
ism but Calvinism to observe the Lord’s 
Day in a respectful manner. They quote 
at length from the Confessions. Well, if 
it is Lutheranism for men to go about 
their business as usual, on Sunday—cars 
thronging the highways in pursuit of 
pleasure, stores and theatres open as 
usual, churches empty or people attend- 
ing first to pay their dues to God so that 
they may spend the rest of the day as they 
please—then Luther was wrong and the 
Reformed have something; for the Lord 
never blessed any man for deliberately 
breaking one of His commandments. 

I have not read all the Confessions, but'’ 
I have made a careful study of Luther’s 
treatise on the Third Commandment in 
the Large Catechism, and if you stop read- 
ing after the first few paragraphs you do 
get the idea that this day is like any other; 
but if you keep on to the end, not trying 
to read into it the Old Adam in you, you 
find that he says in substance that the 
Lord’s Day is a day in which to serve Him, 
and all deeds contrary to His service are 
contrary to the spirit of the day. It is a 
day to do good, not a day to do as you 
please; a day to do the Lord’s work, to 
perform labors of love and service; and 
it is not a day for pleasure seeking and 
shoulder shrugging at pious folk whose 
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theology does not agree with ours. 
Certainly there is a middle road some- 
where between legalism and license, Are 
we not sadly in need of Peter’s warning: 
“As free, and not using your liberty for a 
cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants 
of God”? God did not wipe the slate clean 
when Christ came into the world. Christ 
Himself said, “I came not to destroy the 
law.” So the good old Third Command- 
ment is still in force. And any man who 


gives the Lord’s Day to the Lord’s work 
will find in it a great blessing, and will 
have no desire to be seeking worldly 
pleasures. He just won’t be interested in 
ice cream cones or picture shows. 
Luther taught justification by faith. Do 
we therefore hope to be saved by doing 
nothing? If we do, St. Peter will hand us 
a blank when we get to the gate of heaven. 
We are saved to serve, not to do as we 
please. Marsorre K. LAWRENCE. 


Radio Preacher Becomes Professor 
Dr. Paul Scherer Called to Union Seminary 


Dr. Pauw E. Scuerer, most widely known 
ULCA preacher, has accepted a place on 
the faculty of Union Theological Seminary, 


Dr. Paul E. Scherer 


New York City. He will be an associate 
professor of Homiletics, with residence at 
the seminary. . 

Dr. Scherer has been pastor of the Lu- 
theran Church of the Holy Trinity, Cen- 
tral Park West at Sixty-fifth Street, New 
' York City, since 1920. His resignation at 
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Holy Trinity Church has not been accepted. 
It is possible that an arrangement can be 
made which will keep Dr. Scherer as co- 
pastor, along with an additional minister 
yet to be called. The Rev. David Miller is 
now assistant pastor. 

Radio preaching at “Sunday Vespers” 
over a national hookup, and sponsored by 
the Lutheran Laymen’s Radio Committee, 
has made Dr. Scherer’s voice well known 
across the continent. Dr. Scherer is also 
noted for his university lectureships and 
his books. The Lyman Beecher lectures 
at Yale, published under the title, “For We 
Have This Treasure,” are the most recent. 

Dr. Scherer was elected to the Union 
faculty for a period of five years, at the 
November meeting of the board of trus- 
tees. He is a son of the late M. G. G. 
Scherer, first secretary of the United Lu- 
theran Church. After graduation from the 
Philadelphia Seminary, he served as as- 
sistant pastor of Holy Trinity Church, Buf- 
falo (1918-19), and as an instructor at the 
Philadelphia Seminary (1919-20). 


The Rev..Harry D. Hawthorne, pastor of 
St. Luke’s Church, Monroe, N. C., and 
service pastor in the Camp Sutton area, 
North Carolina, has accepted a call to be- 
come pastor of Beth Eden Church, New- 
ton, N. C., effective January 1, 1945. Dr. 
A. R. Beck, who is the retiring pastor of 
Beth Eden Church, has been elected pas- 
tor emeritus. 


25 


THE CHURCH SCHOOL LESSON 


Promised Blessedness for Eternity “4 “<< %. Helhorn 
Portions of the New Testament Assuring Believers 
Matthew 16:13-20; Il Peter 3:14-18; | John 3:1-3. Sunday School Lesson for Dec. 31 


As an accommodation to readers of THe LuTHERAN who depend on its arrival in 
advance of the Sunday school lessons, the comments in this department apply to the 


Scripture chosen for the second Sunday following the date of issue. It is an adjustment 


dictated by actual conditions of delivery 
over long distances. 


At the Year's End 

Also our readers will note that the 
Scripture selections chosen for their con- 
sideration present a final assurance rel- 
ative to the Kingdom of God. Reversing 
the order of their citation, one notes that 
John points to the love of God; it is so 
unique in kind and so abundant in extent 
as to bring to pass our adoption by the 
Father in heaven as His children, an in- 
finite gift. Remembering the sustaining 
claim of the Hebrews, “We be Abraham’s 
children,” how infinitely greater is this 
manifestation of our Creator’s will for 
sinning mortals—“We shall be called chil- 
dren of God.” 

In Peter’s second epistle, an inspired 
deduction is recorded, “The longsuffering 
of our Lord is our salvation.” A basic rev- 
elation of God’s will for those fallen into 
the bonds of evil is thus stated. The ex- 
planation of the humiliation of God’s only 
begotten Son by His submission to a 
shameful death is declared. Jesus suf- 
fered and died for the sins of the world. 
His incarnate life ended on Calvary be- 
cause nothing short of this extreme pen- 
alty would match the sins of mankind with 
vicarious suffering. 


Assurance Proclaimed 

The citation from St. Matthew presents 
for study what might be called the verbal 
and audible proclamation of forgiveness. 
In our catechism it is Sometimes titled 
“The Power of the Keys.” In the Chief 
Service, when the administration of the 
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Lord’s Supper is included, a Service of 
Confession is provided, so that they who 
have come to receive the sacrament may 
confess their transgressions, acknowledge 
their weaknesses, and publicly declare 
their desire to be obedient to the Holy 
Spirit. Following a solemn and soul- 
searching examination, the Absolution is 
pronounced on all who do truly repent 
and believe in Him. That absolution is 
announced by the minister in words that 
have no conditioning other than sincerity 
of faith and desire to live as God wills. 
The minister announces in the name of 
the Church of Christ and by His authority: 
“I declare unto you who do truly believe 

. the entire forgiveness of all your 
sins.” Humbly, reverently, but definitely, 
the voice of the Church by the authority 
of God is heard’ to assure those who con- 
fess and believe that God has forgiven 
them. A 

The content of the declaration of abso- 

lution would approach blasphemy if its 
authority was human and individual. The 
forgiveness is from Christ, who instituted 
the sacrament in order that anxious and 
contrite hearts might have no fear of 


death. The Church is only the steward of 


authority and the minister the intelligent 
voice of the Church. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
December 25-31 
Built on the Rock. Matthew 16: 13-20. 
Growing in Grace. II Peter 3: 14-18. 
“We Shall Be Like Him.” I John 3: 1-6. 
. Growing Up in Christ. Ephesians 4: 11-16. 
genet eb = Spirit. Il Corinthians 
: 7-9, 17-18, « 
. Sealed Unto Redemption. Ephesians 1: 3-13. 
Paul’s Triumphant Hope. II Timothy 4: 6-8. 
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BOOKS 


One Lord 


The Message of the New Testament. By Archibald M. Hunter. Westminster. 122 pages. $1. 
Tue author of this excellent little book (an Oxford professor) believes that “there 
is a deep unity in the New Testament which dominates and transcends all the diver- 
sities.” The unifying message is “the story of salvation,” which includes chiefly “a 
Saviour, a Saved (and saving) People, and the means of Salvation.” Hence in three 
main sections are discussed “One Lord,” “One Church,” and “One Salvation.” The argu- 


ment is broadly and soundly based on 
Scripture, while the notes give ample evi- 
dence of acquaintance with other books, 
new and old. 

One conclusion is that “despite great 
differences of thought and phrase and 
treatment there is one essential Christ- 
ology in the New Testament.” Similar con- 
clusions are reached regarding “the Church 
as the People of God,” and the “approach 
to the Atonement.” 

The book is both scholarly and evan- 
gelical. Several chapters close with timely 
observations for present-day preaching. 
The book is delightful to read and it may 
well serve as a basis for further study. 

Joun K. Linn. 


Using What We Have 


Enough and to Spare. By Kirtley E. Mather. 
Harpers. 186 pages. $2. 

Dr. Maruer, the famous Harvard geol- 
ogist, in this readable little volume clears 
away the cobwebs from the Darwinian and 
Malthusian theories which have under- 
girded much of modern ideology. With re- 
spect to the first, Dr. Mather believes that 
survival was more often determined. by 
co-operation than by competition; with re- 
spect to the second, he foresees a world 
well-stocked with all necessary resources 
to support any predictable population for 
thousands of years. 

Against this background the author pre- 
sents a cogent appeal for world co-opera- 
tion in the post-war period. Says he: “Zeal 
for democracy should flame anew when 
it is more widely understood that the only 
obstacles in the pathway to the goal are 
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in the minds and hearts of men.” This 
book is a stimulating testimony from a 
man of science to the fact that “there is a 
creative power operating through social 
processes toward an organization of the 
world in which men may live and work 
together in freedom and peace.” 

The book includes numerous pictographs, 
a statistical appendix, bibliography, and 
adequate index. Epwarp T. Horvy, III. 


Cross Within the Heart 


Proudly We Hail. By Edward Kuhlmann. 
Wartburg. 72 pages. $1. 

TuIs is an interesting little book giving 
a modern interpretation of Luther’s coat 
of arms. In its five chapters the author 
presents vital messages based on the parts 
of the emblem. 

The black cross at the center of the 
emblem emphasizes the message of the 
crucified Jesus as central in the Christian 
faith and life. The red heart speaks of 
God’s love for man and challenges men 
to make Christiam love effective in their 
lives. The white rose is a symbol of life 
and growth in partnership with God. The 
blue sky suggests the wider horizons of 
the Christian life, new visions of God, man 
and the Church. The golden ring is “a 
circle that takes others in,” a symbol call- 
ing Lutherans to unity in their church. 

The book is written in a popular style, in 
clear, simple language, and with many il- 
lustrations. The reader will find new 
beauty and meaning in the Lutheran em- 
blem. Matcotm L. Minnick. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPL 


ky fnos Tohn Travee 


WATCH NIGHTI—Isaiah 21:11, 12 


Oxup Year Day, many have called De- 
cember 31st. More and more our Christian 
people have used this day for prayer, 
praise and thanksgiving. While the world 
debases the thought of the passing char- 
acter of man’s life by orgies of hilarity and 
drunkenness, Christians find it a sobering 
moment when a year dies forever, and a 
new year dawns. Some years ago I was 
invited to preach in “The Friendly Church” 
of Philadelphia at a Watch Night Service. 
The popular pastor, Dr. Ross Stover, was 
absent because of illness. I was living in 
Delaware County just west of the city, 
and came down by the elevated and sub- 
way into City Hall station, far below the 
level of the street. With time to spare for 
my appointment, I came to the surface 
and found myself in a bedlam of noise and 
a mob of revelers. It was senseless, ani- 
mal-like, degenerating, an exhibition of 
humanity at its best unintelligent and 
moronic, and at its worst lustful and de- 
based. 

A few minutes later I was in Messiah 
Church filled to the doors with quiet, rev- 
erent worshipers. The contrast was al- 
most unbelievable. Here were folks who 
understood the meaning of time. They rec- 
ognized their debt to God for giving them 
another full year of @fe. They looked 
ahead with serious. purpose to dedicate a 
new year to the service of their Lord. They 
sang together, as Dr. Stover’s people know 
how to do. They made their confession to- 
gether, and together heard the message 
of grace. They listened to the Word and 
the message of the preacher. With all the 
sobering thought of the hour, there was a 
wholesome joy in their faces as they felt 
anew the fatherly providence of God. That 
is the difference faith makes in the crisis 
hours of life. - 
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Confession 
A most appropriate lesson for Watch 


Night is Isaiah 21: 11, 12. “One calleth unto 
me. . . . Watchman, what of the night? 
Watchman, what of the night? The watch- 
man said: The morning cometh, and also 
the night: if ye will inquire, inquire ye: 
turn ye, come.” The watchman’s answer 
may be somewhat confusing in our trans- 
lation. McFayden’s translation is: “Morn- 
ing approaches, but still it is night.” 

The inquirer was conscious of the dark- 
ness about him. We too know the night 
of a world at war with little to promise a 
permanent peace when victory is won. We 
are not saying, “Happy New Year,” out 
of an unthinking optimism. We know only 
too well the power of Satan’s men, who 
have led the world to believe that ma- 
terial well-being is all it needs. “A car in 
every garage and a chicken in every pot,” 
pretty much summarizes the life ambition 
of the great majority. Take the toil out 
of work with all kinds of scientific gadgets 
aud everybody will have lots of leisure 
time for the practice of neighborliness. 


That “Satan always finds work for idle "' 


hands to do” has been largely forgotten. 

The inquirer knows that sin has black- 
ened the world in which he lives. What 
he wants to know is whether there ever 
will be daylight again. And the watchman 
has his answer, “Morning approaches, but 
-still it is night.” He does not delude the 
inquirer by crying, “Peace, peace, when 
\ there is no peace.” We,must learn our les- 
son that sin is a costly venture. Blood and 
tears are its inevitable fruit. 

But there is the tinge of dawn in the 
sky. The watchman can see it up there 
on the walls of the city. It is still night; 
but there is promise of day. Even in the 
blackest hour of the night, we may have 
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the faith to believe that dawn will come. 
If God permits human sin to reveal its 
awfulness, He will also save His people. 


Consecration 

The same Lord who said, “I am the Light 
of the world,” also said, “Ye are the light 
of the world.” While we cannot make the 
sun rise on a new and better day, we can 
reflect His light like mirrors into the dark 
corners. Even in blackest night, we have 
the Light. This should be our resolve this 
Watch Night, to consecrate ourselves to 
the business of leading men to the Light. 
It is still night, but we can be used of God 
to relieve the darkness. It is still night, 
but we can point men to the dawning day. 

We must not lose our idealism. Men 
are talking in terms of a “hard peace.” 
There may be a meaning to which we 
could subscribe. If it means a peace built 
on justice and mercy fairly mixed, then it 
does offer the best promise of a new day 
of peace. But if it means revenge, an eye 
for an eye, love friends and friendly na- 
tions and races and hate enemies and 
enemy nations and races, then the rising 
sun of peace will soon go into a longer 
and blacker eclipse. 

Let us take firm hold on God. Let us 
place this new year He is giving us in His 
care. God’s purpose is a world lighted by 
His love. That purpose will ultimately win. 
In one of Emil Ludwig’s popular books, 
“The Nile,” he tells the life history of this 
great river. He shows how it flows through 
sloughs of despondency, ultimately emerges 
and comes face to face with a great rock 
wall. But there it finds its slow way 
around the rock in a long detour, until 
finally it flows into the sea. As 1945 dawns 
let us keep our faith that God’s purpose 
will win. If we move bravely forward, He 
will lead us around the blank walls that in 
every century seem to end the march of 
human progress. There are still plenty of 
rock walls but Christ will lead us around 
them. There is still plenty of darkness, 
but Christ is still our Light. Let us go over 
the threshold of the New Year with a song 
on our lips. The watchman hears our cry 
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from the dark. He tells us of a Light that 
can never be put out. Happy New Year! 
* * * * 
To Leavers: Topic date, December 31. 
Next topic, “I Decide for Christ.” 


A Retreat for Youth 


Western Theological Seminary in Fre- 
mont, Nebr., ventured a new and unique 
type of program over Nebraska’s Thanks- 
giving Holidays, November 29 and 30, and 
December 1. Realizing the serious need for 
more full-time workers for the Church 
in the post-war era, Western Seminary 
sponsored a Retreat for youth of high 
school age, to present to them the chal- 
lenge of Life Service and the ministry. 
The outcome of the Retreat was most 
gratifying. 

Total registrants at the three-day Re- 
treat numbered forty-two. Of these thirty- 
four were students‘ registered in high 
school who will soon be obliged to make 
a decision about their careers. 

Pastors from thirteen congregations, rep- 
resenting four states, sent boys. Those 
listed were: Epiphany, Denver, Colo.; First 
Lutheran, Topeka, Kan.; Unity, Des 
Moines, Iowa; St. Paul’s, Davenport, Iowa; 
Manly Lutheran, Manly, Iowa; First Lu- 
theran, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Trinity, Sioux 
City, Iowa; St. John, Leigh, Nebr.; Salem, 
Dakota City, Nebr.; St. Luke’s and Our 
Redeemer, Omaha, Nebr.; Grace, Lincoln, 
Nebr.; First, South Sioux City, Nebr. 

The results of the Retreat may best be 
expressed by listing a few of the expres- 
sions of the youth themselves: “I never 
knew the ministry could offer young men 
such opportunities as you have pointed 
out.” ... “I was discouraged for the min- 
istry because of the expense involved, but 
you have answered that question for me 
and many other questions too.” ... “Be- 
fore I came to the Retreat, I was undecided 
about the ministry, but I know for sure it 
is going to be the full-time ministry now.” 
... “Foreign Missions appeals to me. I’m 
going to think seriously about becoming a 
missionary.” 
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Phe Tidings 


Progress in Financial Returns and Interest in the Church 


A quance at the report of the treasurer 
of the Texas Synod, Dr. E. C. Vogt, re- 
veals that this is going to be a banner 
year for the Income Objective. This little 
synod, with its 28 congregations and 4,240 
communing members, had paid $7,313.87 at 
the end of October. This did not include 
a number of rural congregations whose 
chief source of apportionment is the Mis- 
sion Festival. This money will be sent in 
before the end of the year. A number of 
congregations have shown a remarkable 
increase over other years. 


Greater Participation by Women 

There is a new power manifest in the 
number of women in synod at the recent 
convention at Holy Cress Church, Yoakum. 
The synodical Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety reached a total attendance of 151. 
The cross-section of this group is very 
interesting. Registered were five synodical 
officers, eight departmental secretaries, 45 
Women's Missionary Society delegates, 26 
Ladies’ Aid delegates, 10 pastors, and 57 
visitors. A number of the Women's Mis- 
sionary Society delegates came from con- 
gregations having the unified Women of 
the Church setup. Progress is being made 
in providing a program for the women of 
the synod so that all may participate in 
the whole program of the whole church. 

The Rev. Carl J. Deithloff, San Antonio, 
preached the sermon at the opening serv- 
ice. The theme, “Saved to Serve,” found 
its place effectively in the sermons, ad- 
dresses, ‘and devotions of the convention. 
Several pastors reported features of the 
ULCA convention in Minneapolis. 

Sister Edith Fisher from the Milwaukee 
Motherhouse (ALC), who is a parish 
worker in Zion Church, Houston, Texas, 
spoke interestingly of her work. Much 
thought was given to Deaconess Work. 

In the gathering of box work many con- 
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gregations sent generous gifts of materials 
and cash. Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Nebr., 
is the beneficiary this year. Nearly $100 
in cash and over $300 in articles were 
received. 


Luther League Rally 

In spite of great difficulties and wert 
travel restrictions, conventions seem to 
find many who are determined to attend. 
The recent Fall Rally in St, Andrew's, 
Weesatche, was well attended, with 129 
registered attendants and many visitors 
from the local congregation. The Rev. 
N. H. Kern brought the chief message. The 
Luther Leaguers and other church workers 
will rejoice in the summer camp which is 
planned for July 2 to 6 at the Augustana 
Synod camp site near Round Rock, Texas 
July Fourth will be the Luther League 
convention date. A representative from 
the Parish and Church School Board will 
be one of the leadership staff. 


Pastoral Conference 

In mid-September the pastors of the 
Texas Synod met in the beautiful Phila- 
delphia Lutheran Church at Swiss Alp, 
the Rev. F. E. Hilers pastor. The pastors 
received an over-supply of calories, but 
did. not make an indentation on the 
supply of food provided by the hospitable 
Philadelphia congregation. Dr. Fred C. 
Wiegman of Midland College provided the 
chief course in food for thought. He ad- 
dressed the conference on “Lutheran 
Church Unity” and read a paper on “In- 
spiration of the Holy Scriptures.” Pres- 
ident J. C. A. Pfenninger preached the 
opening sermon, and Secretary George E. 
Perry was liturgist. These officers were re- 
turned to office. A review of a paper, 
“Prayer Fellowship,” written by a member 
of the Missouri Synod, was given by the 
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Rev. Carl J. Deithloff of San Antonio. The 
Rev. Lewis P. Speaker preached to the 
pastors and the members. of the “Swiss 
Alp and Black Jack Parish” at the evening 
service. An able rendition of the subject, 
“The Sin Against the Holy Ghost,” was 
given by the Rev. Richard G. Hartfiel. 

The conference next year will be held 
in Trinity Lutheran Church, Black Jack, 
a sister congregation of the parish. 


Congregations 

The Rev. William Ira Guss arrived in 
Corpus Christi, Texas, to take over the 
work of St. Mark’s Mission. The writer, 
who served there in establishing the work, 
was called to Grace Church, Harlingen. 
St. Mark’s recently received final plans for 
their new church building, which has been 
on their minds and hearts so long; and 
efforts are being put forth to build and 
occupy this building early in 1945. 


Trinity Church, Miles, recently received 
nine young people into communing mem- 
bership. A choir has been formed to beau- 
tify the rendition of the service. The Rev. 
E. Rowoldt, pastor, received a birthday 
gift of a new robe. 


St. Andrew’s, Weesatche, has a busy 
Luther League, as indicated by their en- 
tertainment of the Fall Rally; and a kind- 
hearted Ladies’ Aid that recently sent 
boxes to the men in the service and gath- 
ered clothing for Europe’s needy. 


St. Luke’s, San Antonio, the Rev. E. J. 
Hirsch pastor, rebuilt the altar and chan- 
cel. There are now 34 men from this con- 
gregation in the armed forces. One of them 
returned to this country after being a 
prisoner of war and -wounded. He was 
awarded the Purple Heart. This congrega- 
tion also presented their pastor with a 
new robe. 


First English Church, Austin, Dr. Lewis 
P. Speaker pastor, was the recipient of 
two generous memorial gifts for Ensign 
Jack Pitts, who was killed in a training 
accident. They included a $1,000 war bond 
from his parents, Dr. and Mrs. S. W. Bohls, 
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and, war bonds to the amount of $325 from 
relatives of Ensign Pitts. 


Grace Church, Harlingen, felt the loss of 
two associate member families. Chaplain 
Eric H, R. Fietz (ALC), Captain, United 
States Army, was recently transferred to 
another post of duty. He and Mrs. Fietz 
were very helpful in the activities of Grace 
Church during their term of duty here. 
Lt. Fred A. Neumeister and his wife were 
very active in Grace Church and endeared 
themselves to all its members. He is leav- 
ing for foreign duty. Lt. Neumeister’s 
parents, the Rev. and ‘Mrs. Fred A. Neu- 
meister of San Antonio (ALC), died re- 
cently within one month of each other. 


Pastor Vorkoper at Harlingen 

November 12 the Rev. Louis H. de Freese 
of Redeemer Church, Houston, secretary 
of the synod, installed the writer as pastor 
of Grace Church, Harlingen, Texas. He 
preached on the theme, “That Which is 
God’s,” 

The choir has been reorganized and is 
now appearing in their new robes, 

Pastor Vorkoper has been appointed 
contact pastor for the National Lutheran 
Council in Harlingen, and will be priv-~ 
ileged to have office hours at the chapel 
on Thursday afternoon of each week, and 
will also conduct communion services at 
the Base Chapel once a* month for the 
Lutheran men and women at the H.A.A.F. 
Nearly 300 Lutherans are at the air field. 


Parr, S. C. Trinity Church celebrated on 
November 26 the fifth anniversary of the 
dedication of the beautiful church in 
which it is worshiping. The morning 
service was conducted by HE. Z. Pence, 
D.D., supply pastor at Parr from 1927 to 
1942, now pastor of Trinity Church, Green- 
ville, S. C. 

A delightful picnic dinner was enjoyed 
by all in the Parr community building 
prior to the Vesper Service at three o’clock. 
This was conducted by the Rev. George 
E. Meetze, supply pastor of Trinity and 
pastor of the Church of the Incarnation, 
Columbia, S. C. The Children’s Choir un- 
der the direction of Mrs. C. E. Power sang 
special music at the services. 
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Whes-dSarre Warblings 


Thanksgiving Rallies and Co-operation Among Churches 


Tue Luther Leagues of the Mountain 
Top Section of the Wilkes-Barre Confer- 
ence gathered for their Thanksgiving Rally 
November 22 in Zion Church, Weatherly, 
the Rev. Paul W. Hartline pastor. The 
speaker of the evening was the Rev. Walter 
A. Guigley of Audenried. 

The Scranton District Luther League 
Thanksgiving Rally was held on the same 
date and hour at St. John’s, Scranton, the 
Rev. Harner R. Middleswarth pastor. The 
pastor loci preached on the theme, “Se- 
curity for Living,” and the liturgist was 
the Rev. G. Edward Knapp of St. Peter’s, 
Scranton. Motion pictures and entertain- 
ment were provided by the host League. 


Scranton Co-operative Committee 

At the quarterly meeting of the Lu- 
theran Co-operative Committee of Scran- 
ton and Vicinity, composed of the pastor 
and two laymen from each co-operating 
church of the area, reports and plans were 
heard and discussed. Pastor John A. 
Kaercher of St. Mark’s, Scranton, chair- 
man of the Reformation Rally Committee, 
reported that this year’s rally at St. John’s, 
Scranton, was the best attended in recent 
years. The message preached by Nathan 
R. Melhorn, D.D., editor of THe LuTHERAN, 
was much appreciated, as well as the spe- 
cial music by the combined choir under 
the direction of Pastor Kaercher. The of- 
fering, after all expenses were deducted, 
was given to Lutheran World Action. The 
Rev. G. Edward Knapp of St. Peter’s, 
Scranton, reported that the Scranton Lu- 
theran Leadership Training School had the 
largest enrollment in its history, with 62 
credit cards earned by the seven teachers 
and fifty-two pupils. Mr. Albert Hoffman 
of Christ Church, secretary of the Co- 
operative Committee and chairman of the 
Men’s Rally Committee, reported that the 
fall rally at St. John’s, Honesdale, the Rev. 
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Albert F. Klepfer pastor, was the best at- 
tended Men’s Rally sponsored by the com- 
mittee. The message of the evening was 
brought by the Rev. Gerald J. Jacoby, pas- 
tor of Christ Church, Scranton, who spoke 
on “Meeting the Needs of Returning Serv- 
ice Men.” A winter rally for the United 
Lutheran men of this area is planned for 
February 12, 1945, at St. Peter’s, Scranton. 
Plans include quarterly fellowship rallies 
of the Luther Leagues and a musical fes- 
tival to be held in the spring of 1945. Mr. 
Clarence Gerhardt, of Archbald, is pres- 
ident of the Committee. 


Christian Education 

The Hazleton Leadership Training School 
enjoyed the largest enrollment of its his- 
tory this fall with more than 100 persons 
attending. This school met Wednesday eve- 
nings in the parish house of Christ Church, 
Hazleton, Franklin T. Esterly, D.D., pastor. 


Salem Church, Audenried, has a week- 
day religious school with an enrollment 
of thirty-five pupils. The school is con- 
ducted on released time. 


The catechetical class at Kis-Lyn, 
Luzerne County Industrial School for 
Boys, taught each year by Pastor Joseph 
R. Shuster of St. John’s, Pa., meets every 
Saturday during the fall and winter. 


Congregational Items 
St. Luke’s, Noxen, the Rev. Henry Kraft 
pastor, introduced the Parish School 


~ Hymnal in the Sunday school. Repairs, in- 


- 


cluding a new roof over the church audi- 
torium and minor improvements to the 
parsonage, were made during November. 


St. Luke’s, Freeland, the Rev. F. D. 
Haffner pastor, liquidated its church debt. 


St. John’s, St. John’s, has prepared sixty- 
four boxes of homemade delicacies as 
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Christmas gifts to members in the armed 
forces. The Rev. Joseph R. Shuster is 
pastor. 


The Rev. Paul W. Hartline, pastor of 
Zion Church, Weatherly, reports that a 
fund of $800 has just been raised to be 
used for the purchase of new stokers. The 
Luther League of this congregation re- 
cently sold seventy subscriptions to THE 
LurHErRAN. Sunday evening, October 29, 
Chaplain Jeffers, formerly the pastor of 
Christ Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
West Hazleton, presented a certificate to 
Zion Church commemorating the fact that 
the Rev. Charles F. Holland, the former 
pastor of Zion, is now a chaplain in the 
Navy. This congregation’s service flag now 
has seventy-six stars, two of them gold. 


Messiah Church, Wilkes-Barre, the Rev. 
Peter Dexnis pastor, has made extensive 
repairs. Money has been donated for the 
red altar, pulpit and lectern hangings to 
complete the set for the church year. New 
members received made a total of forty- 
three for the pastor’s first year. A gift of 
$250 was recently given the pastor for coal 
and his car. 


Thursday evening, November 30, the 
Rev. Harner R. Middleswarth was installed 
pastor of St. John’s, Scranton. The Rev. 
Harold G. Deisher, president of the 
Wilkes-Barre Conference, installed Mr. 
Middleswarth and delivered the charge to 
the congregation; the Rev. G. Edward 
Knapp, secretary of the conference, deliv- 
ered the charge to the pastor; and the Rev. 
Louis E. Wein, pastor of St. Paul’s, Scran- 
ton, and Trinity, Clarks Summit, was 
liturgist. 

The Rev. Carl J. Schindler, St. Paul’s, 


Wilkes-Barre, is teaching philosophy at 
Bucknell Junior College, Wilkes-Barre. 


Fall Communion 

Supplementing the annual spring meet- 
ing of conference, a fall communion serv- 
ice and forum for pastors were introduced 
as a part of the conference program this 
year. Dr. Emil E. Fischer, president of the 
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Ministerium of Pennsylvania, was the 
communion preacher and forum leader. 
The theme of the forum discussion was, 
“A Congregational Plan for Assimilating 
Returning Service Men Into the Life and 
Work of the Church.” This meeting was 
held November 2 at Christ Church, Hazle- 
ton, Franklin T, Esterly, D.D., pastor. 


Appointed Circuit Judge 


The Hon. Lawrence F. Speckman 


Lovuisvitte Lutherans now point with 
pride to a second Judge from their num- 
ber. Lawrence F. Speckman, Esq., pres- 
ident of the ULCA Brotherhood, has been 
selected Judge of the Circuit Court, ac- 
cording to an announcement by Governor 
Simeon Willis. R 

The appointment was not too unex- 
pected among local Lutherans, for Mr. 
Speckman has long been a_ prominent 
Louisville barrister, one of the founders, 
vice-president and counsel for the Lincoln 
Building and Loan Association, and as long 
ago as 1912 was an unsuccessful candidate 
for the State Legislature. Judge Speckman 
has long been a leading member of First 
Church, Louisville, Ky. 

The other local Lutheran judge, now in 
his eleventh year, is John B. Brachey, who 
presides over the Louisville Police Court. 
He is a member of Fenner Memorial 
Church. : 
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Maryland Synod Vissis 


Anniversary Services, Improvements and Outstanding Addresses 


Tss 125th anniversary of Mt. Zion 
Church, Jefferson Parish, the Rev. George 
H. Seiler pastor, was observed November 
6-12 with special services. Sermons were 
delivered by three former pastors: L. A. 
Bush, D.D., Boiling Springs, Pa; R. L. 
Lang, D.D,, Washington, D, C.; and the 
Rev. A. G. Null, Doubs, Md. The Rev. 
F. E. Reinberger, Walkersville, Md, 
preached Thursday evening, and Lloyd M. 
Keller, D.D., president of the Maryland 
Synod, brought the message on Friday 
evening. A service of Confirmation and 
Holy Communion held on Sunday morning 
concluded the anniversary. The exterior 
and interior of the sanctuary have been 
repainted and the chancel has been en- 
larged. Because of an excess of contri- 
butions additional improvements will 
soon be made. 


“The Upper Room” is the name of a 
unique Sunday evening prayer meeting 
service Inaugurated by the Rev. Alfred T. 
Suicliffe, Trinity Church, Taneytown, 
Md. November 5 the attendance was 175. 
Popular and helpful prayer themes are 
presented in attractive ways. 


The installation of the Rev. C. William 
Sprenkel as pastor of St. Stephen Church, 
Washington, D, C., took place November 
36. Dr. Lloyd M. Keller, president of 
synod, performed the act of installation, and 
the Rev. Roy L. Sloop, associate pastor of 
Reformation Church, Washington, deliv- 
ered the charge to the pastor. 


The Rev. Paul L. Reaser, pastor of the 
Church of the Atonement, Washington, ad- 
dressed the fall luncheon meeting of the 
Washington Chapter of Gettysburg College 
Woman's League November 9. 


The outstanding fellowship event in the 
fall schedule of activities in Trinity 
Church, Hagerstown, Dr. Wilson P. Ard 
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pastor, was the “Trinity Fellowship Cir- 
cus.” More than 1,000 persons attended. 


The Maryland Synodical Brotherhood 
recently sponsored in St. Mark’s-Incarna- 
tion Church a fellowship meeting for the 
men of the Washington churches. 


Anniversaries 

The 175th anniversary of Georgetown 
Lutheran Church, Washington, the Rev. 
Harold E. Beatty pastor, was celebrated 
October 29 at the morning service with 
Dr. Cloyd Heck™~ Marvin, president of 
George Washington University, as the 
guest preacher. A choral group from 
Washington-Lee High School, directed by 
Mr. Gordon Page, sang “A Mighty Fort- 
ress is Our God.” A series of special serv- 
ices marked this anniversary. 

The twentieth anniversary of the or- 
dination of the Rev. Elwood S. Falkenstein, 
pastor of Grace Church, Westminster, was 
observed October 22. 


At the services of the Sunday school of 
St. Paul’s Church, Uniontown, October 22, 
Mr. Harry B. Fogle, who has served for 
twenty-five years as superintendent and 
active leader in the life of the congrega- | 
tion, was presented with a War Savings 
Bond as a token of appreciation for his 
untiring labors during a quarter of a cen- 
tury. 

A modern sound system has been in- 
stalled in Immanuel Church, Manchester, 


-in honor of the young men of the parish 


who are in the armed forces. Mr. Carl 
Distler, Baltimore attorney and prominent 
Lutheran layman, delivered the dedica- 
tory address Sunday morning, November 
26. The Rev. Louis H. Rehmeyer is pas- 
tor of Immanuel Church. 


Dr. Edwin Moll, general secretary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, Baltimore, de- 
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livered the sermon at the annual Thank 
Offering Service in Trinity Church, 
Hagerstown, November 19. 


, The annual Reformation Service, spon- 
sored by the Lutheran Churches of Wash- 
ington County and Vicinity, was held Oc- 
tober 29 in St. John’s Church, Hagers- 
town. Dr. Harry F. Baughman of Gettys- 
burg Seminary, was the preacher. Dr. 
Carl Weismann, organist, and the choir 
of St. John’s presented unusual musical 
numbers. 


The first printing of the colorful and 
suggestive thirty-four-page “Stewardship 
Handbook,” the Rev. Luther L. Hare, ed- 
itor, is exhausted. Additional copies will 
soon be prepared. More than 750 copies 
of this practical brochure have been dis- 
tributed. Orders may be sent to Pastor 
Hare, Clear Spring, Md. 


Mr. Francis R. Bell, a son of St. Peter’s 
Church, Clear Spring, has accepted a call 
to the Smithsburg Parish. His ministry 
will begin upon his graduation from the 
Gettysburg Seminary in February. 


“Christian Gifts for Christmas” was the 
title of a religious display as arranged by 
the Rev. Luther L. Hare and presented at 
the annual suppers of the three congre- 
gations of the Clear Spring Parish. Pic- 
tures, plaques, cards, books and other 
items were on sale. 


The Western Conference 

met in St. Mark’s Church, Hampstead, 
Md., the Rev. George E. Whetstone pastor, 
October 30. Dr. Paul Zeller Strodach of 
Philadelphia addressed the conference on 
the subject, “Trends in Worship.” He 
stated that the Committee on Worship of 
the Federal Council of Churches is pre- 
paring a lectionary for the church year, 
and that various denominations now have 
liturgical services much akin to our Com- 
mon Service. 

Dr. William A. Wade conducted a panel 
discussion on “Budgeting a Pastor’s Time” 
and “Budgeting the Layman’s Time.” 

Synodical President Dr. Lloyd M. Keller 
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brought the attitudes and highlights of the 
Minneapolis convention in an interesting 
after-dinner address. 

Dr. Stewart Patterson, of the American 
University, Washington, gave an inspira- 
tional address on “The Pastor and His 
Community,” and presented the subject 
from a layman’s point of view. 

The Rev. Ralph H. Miller was the pre- 
siding officer of the conference and in- 
stalled the following newly elected of- 
ficers: the Rev. Luther L. Hare, president; 
the Rev. William C. Huddle, treasurer; 
the Rev. Raymond M. Miller, secretary. 
The Rev. Elwood §S. Falkenstein served 
as conference chaplain. More than 100 
persons were in attendance. 

Next year the meeting will be held in 
Trinity Church, Boonsboro, the Rev. M. A. 
Ashby, Ph.D., pastor. 


Under the auspices of the Lutheran Pas- 
tors’ Association of Washington County 
and Vicinity, the Gettysburg Seminary 
Chorus will present a program of sacred 
music in Trinity Church, Hagerstown, 
Sunday evening, January 28. 


Improvements to Property 


in Adamsville Parish 


New Hope Church of the Adamsville 
Parish of the Ohio Synod held a service 
of rededication November 5 after improve- 
ments costing about $1,400 had been made 
to their property. This service also marked 
the close of the pastorate of the Rev. K. J. 
Bishop. The Holy Communion was admin- 
istered and the newly elected officers of 
the church were installed. 

On the Sunday previous to this service 
at New Hope a class of five young people 
was confirmed at a service at Zion Church. 

Mr. Bishop accepted the call of St. 
Luke’s Church, Springfield, Ohio, in Sep- 
tember but remained at Adamsville to 
complete the work with the class of con- 
firmands and the redecoration of the 
church. Just prior to the Bishops moving 
to Springfield the members of the Adams- 
ville Parish held a farewell for the pastor 
and his family and each congregation pre- 
sented the family with a gift. 
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Social Agencies, Congregations and Educational 
Institutions Report Progress 


Haverford Center, newly relocated West 
Philadelphia Mission for Negroes at 639 N. 
39th Street, was dedicated November 12. 
The new location provides three times the 
amount of floor space as the former loca- 
tion. The main speaker was the Rev. Dr. 
Calvin P. Swank, Superintendent of Home 
Missions of the Synod of Central Penn- 
sylvania. Dr. Swank was chairman of the 
original committee under whose auspices 
the Center was founded. The dedication was 
conducted by Paul S. Wagner, D.D., pastor 
of Christ Church, Upper Darby. Greetings 
from the Philadelphia and East Pennsyl- 
vania Conferences were brought by the 
Rev. W. Chester Hill and the Rev. George 
T. Miller, respectively. The Rev. Carl 
Futchs, directing pastor of the Inner Mis- 
sion Society, which oversees the work of 
Haverford Center, gave a brief history of 
the Center, and Mr. P. P. Hagan, pres- 
ident of the Society, received the offering. 
Two negroes participated in the service: 
Mr. Allen Youngblood, a student at the 
Philadelphia Seminary, read the Scripture 
lesson, and Mr. Alonzo Boyd sang. 


Old Zion Church on Franklin Square re- 
cently began to hold a regular Sunday 
morning service in English, in addition to 
the German service. 


Laymen's League Seeks 1,000 Members 
The Laymen’s Co-operative Association 
of the Germantown Orphans’ Home met 


at Zion Church, Olney, on the evening of | 


November 16. Pastor Malcolm Eichner of 


Advocate Church gave a stirring address’ 


on “Spiritual Power,” and Superintendent 
Walter R. Harrison based his talk about 
Home activities upon a fine set of colored 
slides. Election of officers resulted as fol- 
lows: Honorary president, Mr. Oscar C. 
Schmidt; president, Charles A. Scheu- 
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‘Yinger; vice-presidents, Frederick G. Krapf, 
Roy D. Nothstein, and George Vonder- 
weidt; treasurer, Roy Castor; correspond- 
ing secretary, Henry Jacobs; financial sec- 
retary, Gilbert Beisel. 

President Scheuringer is optimistic about 
the Association’s growth. By way of a 
concerted effort to get a live wire key- 
man in each congregation in this vicinity, 
it is believed that by the time of the May 
meeting, the Association can once again 
get back to an active membership of 1,000. 
A suggestion was received that the pon- 
derous title of this organization be whittled 
down to “Laymen’s League.” 


The Philadelphia Conference Brother- 
hood held its fall meeting in Advent 
Church. The two highkights of the rally 
were the president’s report on the ULCA 
Brotherhood Convention, and the Rev. Dr. 
G. Elson’ Ruff’s report on the most sig- 
nificant doings at the ULCA Convention. 
Dr. Ruff stressed particularly the stag- 
gering challenge presented to our Church 
by the foreign missionary prospect and 
the new apportionment goal, and the idea 
that many leaders feel our United Lu- 
theran Church is rapidly emerging into a 
new, brighter era. We seem to be shedding 
the quiescent cocoon and are poised for 
flight into the adult stage. Later in the 
evening the men were treated to rare old- 
time silent movies, buns, and Advent’s 
famous coffee. 


Anniversaries 

Calvary Church, West Chester, cele- 
brated the twentieth anniversary of her 
incorporation December 3 at two special 
services. At the morning service the Rev. 
Dr. Emil E. Fischer, president of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania, preached the 
sermon, and the Rev. Earl F. Rahn, pres- 
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ident of the Philadelphia Conference, 
brought greetings. The evening service 
featured the burning of two mortgages 
totaling $4,600. Calvary is now debt-free. 
The Rev. Karl S. Henry, superintendent of 
Home Missions of the Ministerium, 
preached the sermon, The youthful Rev. 
William H. Ralston is the energetic pastor 
of Calvary. ; 


St. John’s Church of Lester (about five 
miles south of Philadelphia) celebrated its 
- fortieth anniversary with two special serv- 
ices. Wednesday evening, November 29, 
the Rev. Dr. M. R. Hamsher, president of 
the Central Pennsylvania Synod, brought 
the message, and Sunday morning, Decem- 
ber 3, the Rev. Dr. Calvin P. Swank 
preached the sermon. The Rev. Raymond 
Jones is pastor of St. John’s, 


Co-operation Among Churches 

This reporter expresses thanks to Miss 
Ida Zinzer, a member of St. Michael’s 
Church in Germantown, for taking him to 
task for reporting only part of certain facts. 
Miss Zinzer says, “In the November 9 issue 
of Tun Lurueran you state that ‘Trinity is 
not persnickety,’ having joined with Ger- 
* mantown churches of other denominations 
in common sermon subjects during Octo- 
ber. The other Lutheran churches in Ger- 
mantown, Mt. Airy, and Chestnut Hill also 
did this, and we concluded with a United 
Service of Worship held on the evening of 
November 5 at the First Methodist Church, 
where all the Protestant churches gathered 
for an inspiring service. Bishop Edwin 
Hughes of the Methodist Church of Wash- 
ington, D, C., was the speaker. This large 
church was filled to capacity. We of the 
_ Germantown area are happy that our min- 
_isters have such a fine spirit of co-opera- 
_ tion.” 

On October 29 at 4.00 P. M. the Rev. 
Gunther J. Stippich was installed as pastor 
of St. Michael’s Church (German Confer- 
ence). Pastor Stippich comes to Philadel- 
phia after having served Emanuel Church, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. He began his work at St. 
Michael’s September 10. During his stu- 
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dent days at Mt. Airy he was student pas- 
tor at the church he now serves. He suc- 
ceeds the Rev. Hans O. Zbinden, who is 
now the pastor of Holy Cross Church on 
Lehigh Avenue at Ninth Street. 


Highest Enrollment at Seminary 

With the admission of twenty-two new 
students July 1 and nineteen November 1, 
the total number of undergraduate stu- 
dents at the Philadelphia Seminary reached 
the new all-time high of 117, exceeding 
by one the former record of 1933. There 
are sixty-eight in the Graduate School, 
representing eight different denominations. 
One of the graduate students is Peter 
Sigurgeirsen, son of the Bishop of Iceland. 

The Alumni Association of the Seminary 
is on its toes! In a letter dated October 25, 
all alumni were acquainted with a new plan 
of financial support for the Seminary called 
the Alumni Living Endowment Fund, “Par- 
ticipants sign no pledge. Hach giver in- 
dicates his intention to give, as long as he 
is able, an amount equivalent to 4 percent 
per annum on one or more unit shares of 
$100 each. Participation is voluntary and 
may be discontinued at any time upon 
notice. In conjunction with this new plan, 
a separate request for the payment of dues 
to the Alumni Association is abolished.” 
This is courageous planning on the part of 
the alumni officers, and will probably re- 
ceive hearty “money-on-the-line” ap- 
proval. 


, Tue twenty-fifth anniversary of the pas- 
torate of the Rev. Simon Snyder was cele- 
brated November 1 and 5 by Trinity 
Church, Wheeling, W. Va. At the services 
on the evening of the first addresses were 
made by presidents of the City and Lu- 
theran Ministerial Associations, pastors of 
sister denominations, and Dr. Charles G. 
Aurand, a personal friend and collegemate 
of Pastor Snyder. 

At the Sunday morning service the ser- 
mon was preached by Dr. Abdel Ross 
Wentz, president of Gettysburg Seminary. 
As a mark of the esteem and respect in 
which they hold their pastor the congre- 
gation presented Mr. Snyder with a $500 
War Bond in addition to many gifts. 
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Maple See ariel Uscaoers 


“Be Curistran!” This motto for the 
Minneapolis Convention of the United Lu- 
theran Church is still ringing in our ears. 
The address with which the Secretary for 
Promotion illustrated this motto through 
the life of Dr. W. A. Passavant was one 
of the outstanding features of the conven- 
tion and can never be forgotten by those 
who heard it. 

Such a feature is one of the strong argu- 
ments for a plenary meeting of the church. 
The whole church, and not only a small 
representative part of it, should have 
heard that address. It may be printed and 
circulated. Delegates may talk about it. 
The best that can be done does not bring 
the address to the people as it was given. 
The speaker; the voice; the accentuation; 
the gestures! “Be Christian! Search the 
Seriptures. Live helpfully. Win others.” 
Receive inspiration and guidance and en- 
couragement from God’s_ servant—the 
prophet, philanthropist and pioneer. Dr. 
Reinartz made the hero live anew before 
our eyes. Back of the hero was the in- 
imitable Lord of the church. Be Christian 
—in fellowship with Jesus and His saints! 

Dr. Knubel’s election as president emer- 
itus for life was the best expression the 
convention knew how to give to its regard 
and love for the man whose personality 
has beeome so very much a part of the 
spirit of the United Lutheran Church. Un- 
der his wise and consecrated leadership 
three bodies have become welded into an 
ever closer unity, and marked progress 
has been made in every department of en- 


deavor. May he enjoy many years of hap-- 


piness in the serene atmosphere of his 
new relationships. \ 

All parts of the Church pledge their loy- 
alty to the new president. Dr. Franklin C. 
Fry is a brilliant son of a distinguished 
and much beloved father. He enters upon 
his duties with all the vigor of the prime 
of life, with the insight and courage of 
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wide experience, and with the initiative 
and resourcefulness of a keen mind. At 
his side will be a devoted and consecrated 
secretary and an eager and well-trained 
treasurer. May God grant to all His most — 
abundant blessings. 


Canadian Armed Forces 

The Canadian Lutheran Commission for 
War Service has made a special effort to 
get Christmas greetings and Christmas 
carols to our Lutheran young people in the ~ 
armed forces of Canada. Sometimes, in- ~ 
deed, we have requests for our Service 
Books and other literature from chaplains 
for use among those who are not Lutheran. 
A Church of England chaplain came to me 
the other day and asked for a supply of 
our “Christmas Carols” large enough for 
his whole “ship’s” crew. To date our Com- 
mission has sent out 21,000 Service Prayer 
Books and 250,000 pieces of other literature. 

We have nineteen chaplains, one of 
whom has been promoted to the rank of 
major—the Rev. F. L. Howald of the Can- 
ada Synod—and one has been made Senior 
Naval Chaplain at Halifax—the Rev. F. 
Knebel, Captain “D.” 

The Commission has received as its share 
of the “World Action” offerings in Canada 
the sum of -$6,811.67 as compared with 
$5,043.88 last year, From other sources 
$588.47 has been received. A circular is 
being distributed giving a detailed state- 
ment. The Canada District of the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church has contributed 
$1,966.22; the Norwegian Lutheran Church 
of Canada, $1,585.75; the Canada Synod, 
$1,400; the Nova Scotia Synod, $671.58; the 
Manitoba Synod, $509; the Augustana 
Synod, Canada Conference, $303.74; the 
United Danish Church, $142.38; the Mis- 
souri Synod, $113.25; the Lutheran Free 
Church, $71.75; the Danish Evangelical 
Church, $48. From other sources: the Lu- 
theran Brotherhood, $500; unspecified, 
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$58.47. There are still prospects of further 
contributions before the end of the year. 


The Service Center conducted by Pastor 
Douglas Conrad and his faithful members 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, is doing a work 
that is evidently much appreciated. Pastor 
Conrad writes: “We are having larger 
crowds this year than ever before. . . . 
Many people comment on the large num- 
bers of service men that we have at our 
services. They say that other churches do 
not have nearly so many in proportion to 
their size. ... I can say that we can feel 
very proud of those of our Lutheran faith 
who are in the service of their country.” 


eS ie Coe 


Doctrinal Document Under Discussion 
By Norman BERNER 


Tue highlight of Canada Synod news for 
November is the second intersynodical 
conference on Lutheran Union held in St. 
Paul’s Church, Kitchener, Ontario, No- 
vember 21. Forty persons, including pro- 
fessors and students of the Theological 
Seminary at Waterloo, answered roll call 
for the Canada Synod. Missouri was rep- 
resented by twenty-one pastors, and the 
American Lutheran Church by three pas- 
tors. At the invitation of the committee on 
arrangements for the conference Dr, Wil- 
liam Arndt of Concordia Theological Semi- 
nary in St. Louis was present to lead a 
discussion on the recently published “Doc- 
trinal Affirmation of the Missouri Synod 
and the American Lutheran Church.” 
Though this document has no direct bear- 
ing on the matter of Lutheran Union so 
far as the Canada Synod is concerned, it 
was felt that the “Affirmation” could be 
discussed with profit. Probably it was this 
situation that caused President Lehmann 
of Waterloo to ask: “What part had Cana- 
dians in the preparing of the ‘Affirmation’ 
and what is its significance for Lutheran- 
ism in Canada?” 

Dr. Arndt’s reply was that, while no 
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Canadian was a member of the commit- 
tees that had drawn up the statement, the 
Canadian churches were a part of the 
larger church bodies that had appointed 
the committees and it therefore repre- 
sented the view of the Missouri and Amer- 
ican Lutheran churches in Canada. Per- 
haps Dr..Lehmann was hinting at another 
question that is going through the minds 
of many: “Isn’t it about time that the Lu- 
therans in Canada proceed to find a basis 
of union for themselves independent of 
the ‘declarations’ and ‘statements’ and 
‘affirmations’ that have been going the 
rounds lately?” 

Or, to put that same question in another 
form: “What has become of the three 
points of union proposed by Dr. C. H. 
Little and adopted by the Canada Synod 
at its convention last June?” 

The plan of the conference was to con- 
sider the “Affirmation” point by point— 
but, as might be expected, the discussion 
of the first point “Of the Holy Scriptures” 
which dealt with “verbal” inspiration, 
threatened to consume all the time. It was 
wisely decided to by-pass this section and 
go on to such matters as “The Last Things,” 
“Blection,” and “Open Questions.” Here 
there was more harmonious agreement— 
an indication, perhaps, that the differing 
views on inspiration are not necessarily 
contradictory and certainly not productive 
of differing doctrines. 

In summing up his impressions of the 
meeting Dr. Arndt said: “As Lutherans we 
must get together, talk doctrine, under- 
stand each other, then go forward to- 
gether. Here in Ontario there is an auspi- 
cious outlook.” 


Sidelights 

Mrs. P. O. Machetzki has concluded an 
extensive tour of the synod that has 
brought her in touch with practically every 
congregation. An increased interest in 
overseas mission work can be expected as 
a result of her fine presentations. 


Treasurer Mosig gives the optimistic 
forecast that the Synod of Canada will 
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reach, and perhaps oversubscribe, its 
$40,000 budget by the end of the year, For 
1945 the budget goes up to $46,000. 


The Luther League plans a Young Peo- 
ple’s Camp to be held next August fol- 
lowing the boys’ and girls’ camp at Edge- 
wood Park. 


The Parish Education Committee has is- 
sued a revised Nursery Packet edited by 
Dr, H. L. Creager. It follows the general 
plan of the ULPH Packet, but covers four 
instead of three years. 


Zion Lutheran Church, Pembroke, the 
Rev. John Hamester pastor, has again con- 
ducted its annual “Week of Evangelism.” 
Guest speakers on the theme, “Christ and 
I,” were the Rev, Lloyd Schaus of Ottawa, 
and the Rev. John Peters of Montreal. Last 
month we reported a joint Reformation 


Service at which Miss Clara Bernhardt, 
Canadian Lutheran poetess, read a poem 
prepared for the occasion. We quote: 


REFORMATION 
Four hundred years have passed since 
_ Luther stood 

At Worms before the learn-ed of the land, 
Declaring his adherence to God’s Word, 
Prepared to suffer at the Papal hand; 
How fearlessly he stood, this gallant man 
Who saw that by our faith we’re justified 
From every sin—God has no other plan: — 
For man’s salvation, Christ was crucified, 


This is the truth believers must declare 

With all of Luther’s zeal, to men today, 

When modern trends of thought and evil 
error 

Have led the blinded multitudes astray. 

May each of us, O Lord, reform and be 

A dedicated witness unto Thee. 


Keading pe Vicinity 


Mortgage-burning, Gifts and Special Services 


St. Paul’s Church, Mertztown, was the 
scene of a mortgage and bond burning to 
commemorate the final payment of the 
chureh debt contracted in 1924 when the 
present edifice was erected. The service 
was conducted by the Rev. Ralph Ali- 
house and the Rev. Luther 
Schlenker, pastors of the con- 
gregation, worshiping in the 
church. The singing was led 
by the choir conducted by 
Alvin Fegely. The climax of 
the service was the actual 
burning of duplicates of: the 
canceled bond and mortgage 


BURNING THE MORTGAGE AT 
ST, PAUL'S CHURCH, 
MERTZTOWN 


(L. ton} William P. Butz, the 
Rey. Ralph D. Althouse, Nathan M. 
Fegely, the Rev. Luther Schlenker, 
Frank Po Warmkessel. 
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in the chancel by the three councilmen— 
Frank Warmkessel, Nathan Fegely, and 
William Butz—who had recently solicited 
the congregations to clear the debt. The 
debt originally contracted was $38,000. It 
has been wiped out by freewill offerings. 
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Longswamp Union Church is the recent 
recipient of a new organ, the gift of Dr. 
William F. Long in memory of his wife, 
Mrs. Carrie S. Long. Special services of 
dedication were held morning, afternoon, 
and evening featuring visiting preachers, 
choirs, and organists. During the afternoon 
a recital was given by Dr. Harry Sykes, 
organist of Trinity Church, Lancaster. So 
well attended were the services that wor- 
shipers had to be turned away. Dinner and 
supper were served to accommodate those 
who came from a distance. 


Stouchsburg Parish, the Rev. Luther N. 
Schaeffer pastor, had two unusual services 
recently. At a Thanksgiving service held 
in Elias Church, Newmanstown, the Ger- 
man Club Chorus of the local high school 
sang. appropriate hymns and songs. Stu- 
dents from the school also played instru- 
ments and told the story of Regina Hart- 
man in reading and song. The Rev. Luther 
Schlenker of Maxatawny Parish preached 
the sermon. The annual Parish Service in 
honor of the members in the armed forces 
was again held this year in Christ Church, 
Stouchsburg. Miss Mae Rohlfs, R.N., re- 
patriated missionary from the China field, 
spoke of the challenge of China to the 
church and gave an account of her expe- 
riences in a Japanese concentration camp. 


The Reading Conference Luther League 
held a fall dinner meeting recently at St. 
Mark’s Church, Reading. One hundred 
fifty young people attended this pre-con- 
vention rally in anticipation of the sixth 
annual synodical convention to be held in 
the City of Reading in August 1945. Mr. 
Alvin Schaediger, president of the Luther 
League of America, addressed the group 
on the general topic, “Conventions.” 


The Pastoral Association of Reading and 
Vicinity had a dinner meeting recently at 
Calvary Church, Laureldale, of which the 
Rev. Mark Trexler is pastor. After the de- 
votions, conducted by the Rev. Rufus Kern, 
and a small business meeting, the group 
inspected the newly furnished chancel. 
Retiring to the social room they were fur- 
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nished with a fine meal. After dinner the 
Rev. Paul J. Dundore gave a report on the 
United Lutheran Church Convention. Mrs. 
Gunnar Knudsen spoke interestingly on, 
“The Pastor’s Wife.” 


Reformation Services 

were celebrated at two special services in 
the county. A Sunday afternoon service 
was held in Trinity Church, Reading, at 
which John L. Deaton, D.D., of Balti- 
more, Md.,, preached the sermon. The Rev. 
D. U. Druckenmiller and the Rev. Lester 
E. Fetter, were the liturgists. The com- 
bined choirs of Trinity Church under the 
direction of Carroll Hartline sang special 
music. 


A Sunday evening Reformation Service 
was held at St. John’s Church, Hamburg, 
sponsored by the parishes in Hamburg and 
vicinity. The Rev. Samuel K. Kistler 


preached the sermon and the Rev. Rufus 
Kern, the Rev. Elmer Wenrich, and the 
Rev. L. R. Miller took part in the service. 
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New units of the auxiliaries of the 
Church were organized in Zion Church, 
Womelsdorf, the Rev. Marlin Enders pas- 
tor, a Women's Missionary Society with 
fourteen members and a Luther League. 


St. Matthew's Reading, W. R. Siegart, 
D.D., pastor, recently was the recipient of 
$500, a gift to its endowment fund from 
Louis D. Anderson. 


The Advent Communion Service for the 
pastors of the conference was held in Holy 
Spirit Church, Reading. The liturgists were 
the officers of the conference: the Rev. 
Mark Trexler, the Rev. Paul J. Dundore, 
and the Rev. Frank Radcliffe. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Calvin B. Hum- 
bert, pastor of the Spies-Oley Parish. 


The Lutheran Church had a prominent 
part in the Armistice Day celebration in 
Reading in that the address for the cele- 
bration was delivered by the Rev. Frank 
Radcliffe of Holy Spirit Church. Several 
hundred war veterans and members of 
military and patriotic organizations 
marched up Penn Street to the City Park, 
where they were joined by many other 
citizens. Assembled in the park, they were 
addressed by Pastor Radcliffe on the need 
of God in the souls of men if there is to 
be a just and lasting peace. 


The Rev. Dr. R. C. Miller, pastor of the 
Lyons-Bernville Parish for the past four- 
teen years, resigned to become pastor at 
Minersville. Before gas rationing, Pastor 
Miller traveled 2.200 miles a month in his 
parish of four churches, the farthest of 
which are forty-five miles apart. He has 
been very active in community affairs. 


For your visit to Philadelphia 


MARK SUNDAY NIGHT, 7: 30 


on your calendars. Join with the hundreds who worship and fellowship in 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN 


THE FRIENDLY TABERNACLE 
Broad Street and Roosevelt Boulevard 


DR. ROSS STOVER, CHOIRS, SOLOISTS, HYMN SINGING 
A Large Part of the Audience is Youth 


ll A. M. Dr. Ross Stover (WDAS) 
Messiah Lutheran, “The Friendly Church,” 16th and Jefferson Sts. 


The Lutheran 


PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
THEOLOG!- AL SEMINARY 


THe ~-SAARY 


REMEMBER OUR RETIRED PASTORS! 


Let one of your Christmas Gifts be a contribution to the Subscription Fund of 


THE LUTHERAN, which makes a subscri 
have served 


pore possible for some of those who 
e Church. 


They will appreciate it 


Thledo dtades 


By F. E. Srropen 


St. Matthew’s Church, W. W. Ebert, D.D., 
pastor, celebrated its golden anniversary 
this year. Its organization in 1894 was a 
movement to further the worship of the 
Lutheran Church in the English language. 
The records of St. Matthew’s reveal the 
leadership of Pastors James F. Beates, 
J. W. Myers, Hiram Peters, Herman Brez- 
ing, Charles W. Valentine, Luther Hogs- 
head, G. A. Bierdeman, A, L. Benze, and 
W. W. Ebert. 

The congregation has always been a 
missionary congregation, sending thou- 


sands of dollars for use in the home and. 


foreign work. 


Redeemer Church, served by the Rev. 
E. G. Berger, made the second largest gain 
in Sunday school enrollment during the 
membership increase campaign in 1944. 
The membership is increasing rapidly. The 
indebtedness is being liquidated more 
rapidly than the schedule calls for. The 
pastor is taking his place in the service of 
the community. He was recently made 
chairman of the committee on weekday 
schools of the Toledo Council of Churches, 
secretary of the Christian World Com- 
munity of the Toledo Council, and one of 
the pastoral advisors of the Luther League 
of Ohio. 


Glenwood Church, Alvin E. Bell, D.D., 
pastor and the Rev. Kenneth E. Wilt as- 
sistant pastor, has been successful in re- 
organizing its Brotherhood, Meetings have 
been well attended and work is being done. 
The congregation also has the services of 
Sister Alma Bortz. Dr. F. E. Leamer is 
the pastor emeritus. 
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WILL LAST A 
Cit time 


Hope Church, the Rev. W. W. Larson 
pastor, has purchased a house at3305° Pel- 
ham Road, three short blocks from the 
church, to be used as a parsonage. The 
congregation raised 40 percent of the 
money needed in cash subscriptions, the 
balance to be financed at a moderate in- 
terest rate. On its annual visitation day 
the congregation exceeded the subscrip- 
tion of its budget by 10 percent. 

First St. Mark’s Church has been vacant 
seven months. During this time it was 
supplied by F. E. Strobel, D.D. The Rev. 
Edward H. Orinson of Nevada, Ohio, has 
been called and took charge December 10. 
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Augsburg Church, the Rev. W. Carl 
Satre pastor, completed its annual lay vis- 
itation with telling results. This visitation, 
made each fall with the sole purpose of 
spiritual development, is having a marked 
result on both the visitors and the visited. 
The annual Loyalty Dinners following the 
visitation resulted in a liberal support of 
the church’s program. The church council 
has employed an architect with the pur- 
pose of enlarging the church auditorium 
and the erection of an educational unit 
as soon as materials can be secured. The 
congregation employs a retired pastor as a 
special visitor. 

The Lutheran Men's League sponsored 
the Reformation Mass Meeting in the civic 
auditorium. Dr, J. J. Scherer of Richmond, 
Va,., was the speaker. The League is spon- 
soring the program of evangelism this year. 


The United Lutheran Church in America 
accepted the invitation of the Toledo 
churches to hold its 1946 convention in 
Toledo. It is planned that the meeting shall 
be held in the large St. Paul's Church of 
the American Lutheran Church. The local 
committee is already active in making 
preparations. One of the first steps is an 
honor dinner to be given Franklin C, Fry, 
D.D., president-elect, Wednesday evening, 
December 18. This affair is being promoted 
by the laymen of the city. It is expected 
that pastors and laymen from all over the 
Synod of Ohio and from Michigan will be 
present. 
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Buckeye Kernels 


The Western Conference, with its cen- 
tral theme of Evangelism, held a success- 
ful meeting this fall at Defiance, Ohio. The 
Rev. B. F, Hofer had just resigned as pas- 
tor on account of ill health. Members of 
the conference expressed touching testi- 
monials regarding the faithful services of 
Dr. Hofer. He plans to continue to live 
in Defiance. 


The First Lutheran Church of Belle- 
fontaine, Ohio, issues a monthly bulletin, 
The Lutheran Visitor. The congregation 
recently celebrated the fiftieth anniversary 
of the ministry of its pastor emeritus, Dr. 
C. E. Rice, who served this church actively 
for thirty years. The Daily Examiner of the 
city paid high tribute to Dr. Rice. He 
served on the Board of Directors of Wit- 
tenberg College, and for many years on 
the Oesterlen Orphans’ Home Board. He 
was also active in civic affairs. His friends 
gave him as a token of love a large purse. 
The Rev. G. E. Mullendore is the present 
pastor. 


The Stryker Church, which has not had 
a resident pastor for more than sixteen 
years, is rejoicing in their forward step in 
calling a pastor in the person of the Rev. 
Eugene O. Hilt. He took charge in Sep- 
tember. The congregation is well organ- 
ized and gives promise of good develop- 
ment. F. &. STROBEL. 
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CERTIFICATE 


CERTIFICATE OF MEMBERSHIP 


(Name) 


(Address) 
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UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


SYNOD. 


Pastor 


Here is a card which helps emphasize the im- 
portance of active participation in the church. 
It may be distributed at the time of confirma- 
tion or on other appropriate occasions. Service- 
men have found them valuable in identifying 
themselves to chaplains and pastors. 


Price, 50 cents a hundred 


PASTOR’S 
INFORMATION 
CARD 


Pastor's Information Card 


Call the pastor's attention to any item below by 
checking the proper circle. Drop the card in the offer- 
ing plate or give it to an usher. 


to unite 


respect 
for church 
member- 


ship 


A handy card to be placed in the pew or 


given to visitors at church services. Shows the 


church's desire to serve and also provides a 
source of information. 


Price, 30 cents a hundred; $2.50 a thousand | 
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A Congregation of One 
Mind 

Zion Congregation, Lexington, S. C., the 
Rev. Thomas F. Suber pastor, held its first 
service in the new church building De- 
cember 3. The former building and all its 
contents were destroyed by fire of un- 
known origin February 4, 1944. The fol- 
lowing Sunday the congregation assembled 
in sight of the ruins, held a brief devo- 
tional service, and decided to proceed at 
once-in the construction of a new building. 
Arrangements were made to hold services 
and Sunday school in the Oak Grove 
school building. 

In a short time the people began cutting 
logs, logging them out of the woods, truck- 
ing them to the sawmill and hauling the 
lumber to the church yard. Mr. W. E. 
Koon, Chapin, S. C., was employed as 
builder. He began work early in the spring. 
If more lumber, sand, supplies, labor or 
anything was needed, the people left their 
personal work, took their trucks, imple- 
ments and whatever was needed and placed 
it on the ground. There was but one mind 
in the congregation: to replace their 
church. 

At an early date funds began to come in 
from the membership, sister congregations, 
organizations and friends. The work pro- 
ceeded on the “pay-as-you-go” basis. 
There has been no delay. All memorials, . 
including the windows, will be replaced by 
the donors. 

The pews, lighting fixtures and windows 
could not be secured for the first service 
but will be installed in a few months. The 
chancel furniture was made by a group of 
manual arts boys who are members of the 
congregation and students in the Lexing- 
ton High School. A modern heating system 
has been installed. To provide temporary 
seating facilities, families of the congre- 
gation purchased oak folding chairs and 
loaned them to the congregation until pews 
are available. 

This congregation has not ceased its sup- 
port of the general work of the church in 
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the meantime, but has met all its financial 
obligations when due. This rebuilding 
project is a memorial to the congregation’s 
sacrifice, love and devotion to their church. 


“Faith in Action’ 


Tue twenty-fourth annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Western Conference of the Synod of Ohio 
enjoyed the hospitality of Christ Church, 
Carey, Ohio, the Rev. Wade H. Koons pas- 
tor, November 1 and 2. 

“Faith in Action,” the convention theme, 
was effectively presented in the devotions 
conducted by Mrs. W. L. Harmony, Miss 
Fairy Otto and Mrs. J. Maxwell Frame. 

The formal opening was in charge of 
Mrs. F. W. Kwis, president. Mrs. Earl 
Cline, Sr., brought greetings which were 
responded to by Mrs. Wayne O. Kantner, 
vice-president. A Dedicatory Service was 
conducted by Mrs. E. W. Milliken. Mrs. 
Paul Knauss, president of the synodical 
society, spoke of our work in general. A 
forum, “Now Is the Time,” was conducted 
by Miss Lois Lochrke, Mrs. Dale Kellar, 
Mrs. Wayne Kantner and Mrs. Wade 
Koons. 

The Mission Study work was presented 
by Mrs. Ward Grieb. 

Mrs. Geissler’s Life Membership shower 
added more than fifty Life Members to the 
fast growing membership list in Ohio. 

Inspiring addresses were delivered by 
guest speakers and missionaries, the Rev. 
M. L. Dolbeer and Miss Catherine Stire- 
walt. 

The convention dinner, honoring our 
young women, was attended by more than 
200. delegates and visitors. Mrs. Wade 
Koons was toastmaster, and Mrs. John 
Slater, synodical promotion secretary, gave 
a timely talk. 

Officers for the. coming year were in- 
stalled by Mrs. Ashba: President, Mrs. 
F, W. Kwis, Findlay; vice-president, Mrs. 
Wayne Kantner, Tiffin; secretary, Mrs. 
W. J. Koenig, Fremont; treasurer, Mrs. 
L. E. Carrick, Toledo. 

Enpitu S. Becutotr. 
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Sincerity is the keynote of a greet- 
ing, and its rich feeling is enhanced 
by the quiet, dignified manner of 
expression conveyed by a lovely, col- 
orful BOOKMARK GREETING— 
actually woven with fine quality 
rayon, giving the beauty and color 
characteristic of fine embroidery. 114 
x 6 inches, each BOOKMARK 
GREETING is carried by an aristo- 
cratic folder with enyelope—ample 
space for written greeting or mes- 
sage. Subjects are: 


The Lord's Prayer I am the Resur- 


The 23rd Psalm rection 
The Beatitudes (John 11:25) 
Pledge to Pledge to 
U. S. Flag Christian Flag 
The Ten Lincoln— 
Commandments Gettysburg 


On sale at religious book stores, 
department stores and other shops 
where greeting cards are sold, Price 
15 cents each. 


} . QUALITY 
d ; WEAVING 
ae" COMPANY 


* 5513 Devon St., Philadelphia 38, Pa. 


GOWNS 


Choiré 
& Pulpit 


Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 
Fine materials, beautiful work. 
Pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co., 
|, 1127 S. 4th St., Greensville, Ml. 
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Che years 

improved bis mode of 
printing 

But they cannot better 
his timeless 

GREETING 


Che United Lutheran Publication Bouse 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Chicago ui Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 


